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ONTARIO
SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE

BETWEEN:

MOHAMMED MEHDI KHALAJI

Plaintiff
- and -
HOSSEIN DERAKHSHAN
Defendant
STATEMENT OF CLAIM

TO THE DEFENDANT

A LEGAL PROCEEDING HAS BEEN COMMENCED AGAINST YOU by the
plaintiff. The claim made against you is set out in the following pages.

IF YOU WISH TO DEFEND THIS PROCEEDING, you or an Ontario lawyer acting
for you must prepare a statement of defence in Form 18A prescribed by the Rules of Civil
Procedure, serve it on the plaintiff's lawyer or, where the plaintiff does not have a lawyer,
serve it on the plaintiff, and file it, with proof of service, in this court office, WITHIN
TWENTY DAYS after this statement of claim is served on you, if you are served in Ontario.

If you are served in another province or territory of Canada or in the United States of
America, the period for serving and filing your statement of defence is forty days. If you are
served outside Canada and the United States of America, the period is sixty days.

Instead of serving and filing a statement of defence, you may serve and file a notice of
intent to defend in Form 18B prescribed by the Rules of Civil Procedure. This will entitle you
to ten more days within which to serve and file your statement of defence.

IF YOU FAIL TO DEFEND THIS PROCEEDING, JUDGMENT MAY BE GIVEN
AGAINST YOU IN YOUR ABSENCE AND WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE TO YOU. IF
YOU WISH TO DEFEND THIS PROCEEDING BUT ARE UNABLE TO PAY LEGAL
FEES, LEGAL AID MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU BY CONTACTING A LOCAL
LEGAL AID OFFICE.

IF YOU PAY THE PLAINTIFF'S CLAIM, and $3,000.00 for costs, within the time
for serving and filing your statement of defence, you may move to have this proceeding
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dismissed by the court. If you believe the amount claimed for costs is excessive, you may pay
the plaintiff's claim and $400.00 for costs and have the costs assessed by the court.

Date October 19™, 2007 Issued by

Local Registrar

Address of 393 University Avenue
court office  Toronto, Ontario

TO: Hossein Derakhshan
200 Jackson Street West
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada L8P 4R9

AND TO: Hossein Derakhshan
8§01 Bay Street
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5S 1Y9



1.

CLAIM

The plaintiff claims:

(a) A declaration that the Defendant has defamed and libelled the Plaintiff by
writing and publishing the defamatory statements concerning the Plaintiff set
out in Section 11 of this Claim (as defined therein, the “Defamatory

Statements™);

(b) An interim, interlocutory and permanent injunction restraining the Defendant
directly or by his servants, employees, and agents, or any other person having
knowledge of such Order, from further writing, publishing or communicating
the Defamatory Statements in English or in any other language; including,

without limitation:

(1) on the websites and  weblogs www.hoder.com  and

www.hoder.com/weblog, , and all other of the Defendant’s Websites

(as defined in Section 7 of this Claim);

(i1) on any websites or weblogs directly or indirectly operated or edited by

the Defendant or any person under the Defendant’s authority or control;

(ii1) on any websites or weblogs that link, mirror or automatically refer to
any of the websites or weblogs referred to in sub-paragraphs 1(b)(i) and
(i1); and

(iv) on any other websites or weblogs;

() An Order of this Court directing the Defendant and his servants, employees,
and agents, or any other person having knowledge of such Order, to forthwith

remove the Defamatory Statements from:

(1) the websites and weblogs www.hoder.com and

www.hoder.com/weblog, and all other of the Defendant’s Websites (as

defined in Section 7 of this Claim);



(d)

(i1)

(iii)

(iv)

on any websites or weblogs directly or indirectly operated or edited by

the Defendant or any person under the Defendant’s authority or control;

on any websites or weblogs that link, mirror or automatically refer to
any of the websites or weblogs referred to in sub-paragraphs 1(c)(i) and

(i1); and

on any other websites or weblogs;

and to refrain from further publication and dissemination of the Defamatory

Statements;

An Order of this Court directing the Defendant and his servants, employees,

and agents, or any other person having knowledge of such Order, to forthwith

visibly and prominently post a true and complete copy of the Order(s) issued

by the Court pursuant to Section 1 of this Claim on the home page of:

(1)

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

the websites and weblogs www.hoder.com and

www.hoder.com/weblog, and all other of the Defendant’s Websites (as

defined in Section 7 of this Claim);

on any websites or weblogs directly or indirectly operated or edited by

the Defendant or any person under the Defendant’s authority or control;

on any websites or weblogs that link, mirror or automatically refer to
any of the websites or weblogs referred to in sub-paragraphs 1(d)(i) and
(ii); and

on any other websites or weblogs containing or linking to the

Defamatory Statements;

and also directing that such Order, as so posted, not to be removed without first

obtaining an Order from this Court authorization such removal (any such Order

sought by the Defendant to be on reasonable prior notice to the Plaintiff);



()  Damages in the amount of $1,000,000.00, or such other sum as this Court may

determine and award;
€3 Punitive damages in the amount of $1,000,000.00;

(g) Pre-judgment interest on the aforesaid amounts in accordance with the

provisions of the Courts of Justice Act, R.S.0. 1990, c. C-43 as amended,
(h) Costs of this action on a substantial indemnity basis, including GST;

(1) Such further and other relief as this Honourable Court may permit.

2. The Plaintiff, Mohammed Mehdi Khalaji resides in Washington, in the District of

Columbia, in the United States of America.

3. The Plaintiff is a Next Generation fellow at The Washington Institute for Near East
Policy (the “Institute”), focusing on the role of politics in contemporary Shiite clericalism in
Iran and Iraq. The Plaintiff holds a doctorate in Shiite theology from seminaries in Qom,
Iran, and has served as a journalist with the intellectual monthly Kyan, the daily Entekhab, the
BBC Persian Service and the Prague-based Radio Farda. The Plamtiff is currently

completing a doctorate in Shiite theology and exegesis at the Sorbonne in Paris.

4. The Plaintiff has enjoyed an outstanding reputation as a scholar and commentator in
his chosen field, and for the highest level of good faith and integrity in his dealings and

professional work product.

5. The Institute at which the Plaintiff is currently a Next Generation fellow, is an
independent non-profit organization established to advance a balanced and realistic

understanding of American interests in the Middle East. Under the guidance of a



distinguished and bipartisan Board of Advisors, the Institute seeks to bring scholarship to bear
on U.S. public policy in this vital region of the world. Drawing on the research of its scholars
and the experience of policy practitioners, the Institute promotes an American engagement in
the Middle East committed to strengthening alliances, nurturing friendships, and promoting
security, peace, prosperity, and democracy for the people of the region. The Institute is neither

affiliated with nor is it a direct or indirect agency of the U.S. Government.

6. The Defendant, Hossein Derakhshan resides in the City of Toronto, in the province of
Ontario.
7. The Defendant is the registrant, the administrative contact and the technical contact

for, and the writer and editor of, the website www.hoder.com and the weblog

www.hoder.com/weblog. The Defendant may operate or control further and other websites

and weblogs known to the Defendant but unknown at this time to the Plaintiff. For the

purposes of this Claim, the website and weblog www.hoder.com and www.hoder.com/weblog

and such other websites and weblogs operated by the Defendant are collectively referred to as
the “Defendant’s Websites”. The Defendant operates the Defendant’s Websites in English
and in Persian. The Defendant’s Websites profess to be a weblog on Iran, technology and

culture.

8. The Defendant wrote and published, and continues to publish, the Defamatory

Statements identified in Section 11 of this Claim; including on the Defendant’s Websites.

9. The Defendant’s Websites were hosted by Hosting Matters, Inc. who took down the
Defendant’s Websites in August, 2007 (the exact date in August, 2007 known to the

Defendant but unknown to the Plaintiff) in consequence of demand made by the Plaintiff to



the Defendant and Hosting Matters, Inc. to remove the Defamatory Statements identified in

Section 11 of this Claim.

10.  The Defendant, at a time known to him but unknown to the Plaintiff, then put up the
Defendant’s Websites once again with a different hosting service (now 1&1 Internet Inc.) and
thereby has and continues to republish the Defamatory Statements identified in Section 11 of

this Claim.

II. The Defamatory Statements

11.  For the purpose of this Claim the Defamatory Statements identified in Sections 12, 13

and 15 are collectively referred to as the “Defamatory Statements”.

12. Beginning in or about October, 2005, and continuing to the time of pleading, the
Defendant has written and published statements concerning the Plaintiff on the Defendant’s
Websites (and elsewhere known to the Defendant but unknown to the Plaintiff) which are
individually and collectively defamatory of the Plaintiff. As a result, the Plaintiff has
sustained substantial injury and damage to his personal, business and professional reputation.
The circumstances in which the Defamatory Statements were spoken, written, and published
are set out below. The Defendant’s Websites may be viewed by persons in Ontario and

elsewhere throughout Canada.

13. Beginning in or about October, 2005, and continuing to the time of pleading, the
Defendant wrote and published on the Defendant’s Websites (and elsewhere known to the
Defendant but unknown to the Plaintiff) the Defamatory Statements concerning the Plaintiff

that are highlighted and attached as Schedule “A” to this Claim. Schedule “A” contains both



the original Farsi text and an English translation; both highlighted to note the Defamatory
Statements. An English translation of the Defamatory Statements was also posted by the

Defendant on the Defendant’s Websites, and such postings continue to the time of pleading.

14. On July 27", 2007 the Plaintiff, by its legal counsel, made demand upon the
Defendant, the registrar of the domain addresses for the Defendant’s Websites and upon the
entity that hosted the Defendant’s Websites identifying the Defamatory Statements and
seeking the co-operation of the Defendant and the other recipient’s of that letter in taking
down the defamatory statements. By that demand, the Plaintiff also requested an appropriate
letter of contrition and other relief. A copy of such demand from counsel for the Plaintiff (the

“Take Down Demand”) is attached as Schedule “B”.

15.  Rather than complying with the Take Down Demand, the Defendant wilfully and
purposefully exacerbated and further contributed to the Plaintiff’s damage by posting the
Take Down Demand on the Defendant’s Websites and by writing and publishing further
Defamatory Statements concerning the Plaintiff, including those as highlighted in the excerpts

from the Defendant’s Websites attached as Schedule “C”.

16.  As noted in Section 9 of this Claim, in response to the Take Down Demand, Hosting
Matters, Inc., the entity that hosted the Defendant’s Websites, took down the Defendant’s
Websites in August, 2007 (the exact date in August, 2007 known to the Defendant but
unknown to the Plaintiff) in consequence of the Defendant’s failure to remove the Defamatory

Statements.

17. As also noted in Section 10 of this Claim, the Defendant, at a time known to him but

unknown to the Plaintiff, wilfully and purposefully then put up the Defendant’s Websites



once again with a different hosting service (now 1&1 Internet Inc.) and thereby has and

continues to republish the Defamatory Statements identified in Section 11 of this Claim.

18.  The Defendant knew and intended that these Defamatory Statements, or their gist,

would be republished in the press and on other websites and/or authorized their repetition.

19. In their natural and ordinary meaning, and by their innuendo, the words comprising
the Defamatory Statements, meant and were understood to mean the following with respect to

the Plaintiff:

(a) The Defamatory Statements state, falsely, that the Plaintiff is a traitor to the

government and people of Iran, and a most heinous traitor;

(b) The Defamatory Statements state, falsely, that the Plaintiff has worked for U.S.
Vice-President Cheney’s office, and by innuendo that the Plaintiff is a dupe or

puppet of the U.S. government;

(c) The Defamatory Statements state, falsely, that the Plaintiff has counselled the
Vice-President of the United States of America to bomb the Plaintiff’s former

offices in Iran;

(d) The Defamatory Statements state, falsely, that the Plaintiff has counselled the
Vice-President of the United States of America to bomb thousands of men,

women and children,

(e) The Defamatory Statements state, falsely, that the Plaintiff counsels enemies of

Iran and of humanity;

() The Defamatory Statements incite others to follow the Defendant’s lead by
spiting in the Plaintiff’s face, as a demeaning and deprecating gesture in

Iranian culture;



I11.

20.

(8)

(h)

()

(k)

0y
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The Defamatory Statements state, falsely, that the Plaintiff holds and

publicizes the belief that political change is not possible from within Iran;

The Defamatory Statements state, falsely, that the Plaintiff is illiterate and

struggles to converse and express himself in the English language;

The Defamatory Statements state, falsely, that the Plaintiff counsels the
government of the United States of America to chose military action against

Iran, over and instead of diplomatic talks;

The Defamatory Statements state, falsely, that the Plaintiff’s academic research
papers are in reality thinly veiled instruction manuals on how to locate and

attack the weaknesses of the legitimate government of Iran;

The Defamatory Statements state, falsely, that the Plaintiff is a proponent of,
and openly supports, civil unrest, revolution and a regime change in Iran

through the use of the military, and violence if necessary; and

The Defamatory Statements state, falsely, that the Plaintiff is incompetent,

dishonest, corrupt, dictatorial, and acts in bad faith.

The Plaintiff’s Damages and the Defendant’s Conduct

The Defamatory Statements in their natural and ordinary meaning, and by their

innuendo, evidence a personal, mindful and malicious vendetta being waged by the Defendant

against the Plaintiff.

21.

In consequences of the Defamatory Statements set out in Section 11, the Plaintiff has

sustained loss to his personal, academic, professional and business reputation and has been

seriously damaged and has suffered considerable distress and embarrassment. The
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Defamatory Statements were calculated to disparage the Plaintiff in his personal, academic,

professional and business capacity and in fact have done so.

22. Moreover, by writing and publishing the Defamatory Statements on the Defendant’s
Websites (and elsewhere known to the Defendant but unknown to the Plaintiff), the
Defendant knew and intended to incite violence and retribution against the Plaintiff and those
of the Plaintiff’s family members who still live in Iran. The Plaintiff has received threats and

warnings of personal violence in consequence.

23. To date, the Defendant has not published any retraction or apology.

24, The Defendant has further aggravated the damages caused the Plaintiff by:

(a) publishing the Defamatory Statements complained of maliciously and in bad
faith, with knowledge that they were false, or with reckless regard for their

truth or falsity;

(b) taking no steps prior to the publication of the Defamatory Statements to
contact the Plaintiff to provide him with an opportunity to respond to them;

and

(©) publishing the Defamatory Statements in the context of a website and weblog
intentionally written in an inflammatory tone of language intended to discredit

and belittle the Plaintiff,

25. By the Take Down Letter the Plaintiff has made demand that the Defendant take down
and remediate the damage caused by writing and publishing the Defamatory Statements.

However, the Defendant has ignored or refused to comply with the Plaintiff’s request, and in
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fact has exacerbated and contributed to the Plaintiff’s further damage by reason of the
continued publication of the Defamatory Statements even after the Defendant’s first hosting
service took down the Defendant’s Websites in consequence of the continued publication of
those Defamatory Statements. The Defendant has performed the acts complained of in this
Claim, and has defamed and libelled the Plaintiff, wilfully and with knowledge of the damage

that the same would cause, and with the intent to cause such damage to the Plaintiff.

26.  The conduct of the Defendant has been deliberate, deceitful, arrogant, high-handed,
malicious, and has shown a callous disregard for the rights and reputation of the Plaintiff.

The Plaintiff therefore seeks a significant award of punitive damages.

27. Moreover, unless restrained and enjoined by this Court, the Defendant will continue to
defame and libel the Plaintiff by the continued publication of the Defamatory Statements and,
in consequence, will continue to cause irreparable harm, loss, and injury to the Plaintiff for

which the Plaintiff has no other adequate remedy at law.

28.  This proceeding consists of a claim or claims in respect of one or more torts
committed in Ontario, in respect of damage that has been sustained in Ontario, for an
injunction ordering the defendants, among other things, to refrain from defaming and libelling
the Plaintiff in Ontario, for one or more declarations in Ontario, and against a Defendant who
is located and who carry on business in Ontario. The plaintiff specifically pleads and relies
upon Rule 17 of the Rules of Civil Procedure to support service outside of Ontario if it is

necessary to serve the Defendant outside of Ontario.

29. The Plaintiff pleads and relies upon the Libel and Slander Act, R.S.0. 1990, c. L-12,

as amended.

30. The Plaintiff proposes that this action be tried at Toronto, Ontario.



October 19", 2007
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Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP
2100 Scotia Plaza

40 King Street West

Toronto, Ontario M5SH 3C2

Stephen Selznick LSUC#: 18593 C
Tel: 416.860.6883
Fax: 416.642.7147

Solicitors for the Plaintiff
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SCHEDULE “A”

ORIGINAL FARSI TEXT AND AN ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF DEFAMATORY
STATEMENTS WRITTEN AND PUBLISHED IN OR ABOUT OCTOBER 2005 AND
CONTINUING TO THE TIME OF PLEADING



Editor: Myself (Persian)

} This is Google’s cache of http://i.hoder.com/indexfull.xml as retrieved on Mar 28, 2007 22:24:08 GMT.
Google’s cache is the snapshot that we took of the page as we crawled the web.

| The page may have changed since that time. Click here for the current page without highlighting.

This cached page may reference images which are no longer available. Click here for the cached text only.

To link to or bookmark this page, use the following url: http:/www.google.com/search?
g=cache: N22j51JtYMJ:i.hoder.com/indexfull. xml+%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AF%DB%8C+%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%AC%DB
& %B8C&hl=en&ct=cink&cd=2&g 1=us

Google is neither affiliated with the authors of this page nor responsible for its content.
| These search terms have been highlighted: Mehdi Khalaji

http://i.holder.com. This is a Persian (Farsi) weblog, written by Hossein Derakhshan (aka,

Hoder), an Iranian Multimedia designer and a journalist who has lived in Toronto since Dec
2000. He also keeps an English weblog with the same name. en-us hoder@hoder.com 2007-03-
28T14:32:09+01:00 hourly, 2000-01-01T12:00+00:00 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/65-
1997 .stm- This

15897 kkkkkkk @http://i.hoder.com/world 2007-03-28T

14:32:09+01:00
http://www.mideastjustice.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=55
15896@http://i.hoder.com/events 2007-03-28T13:23:04+01:00 http://sobhaneh.org
15170@http:/vagrantly.com ads03 2006-04-12T19:43:26+01:00
http://i.hoder.com/archives/2007/03/070328 015899.shtml

Mehdi Khalaji is the only Iranian who has worked for both Khamenei’s office and Dick

Cheney’s, who intends to bomb Khalaji’s former office building plus thousands of men,

women and children living in the surrounding area.

Some time ago, AFPC (US Foreign Policy Centre), a right-wing firm with a close
relationship with Israel, through its one-day convention regarding the “Iran’s threat”,

launched its one-week-long propaganda campaign, thus frightening people in the US

All T.anounaoces 1.td°



Jsbout the growing threat Iran. These thirty-second advertise” ~nts were broadcast
the CNN, SNBC, Headline News and Fox News channels. (See one of the thirty-sec
I

anti-Iranian videos.)

At the conference (represented in the form of a new program as “Freedom of Iran”),
Mehdi Khalaji along with Ilan Berman, Patrick Clawson, James Woolsey and a few
others, gave lectures on the growing threat of Islamic Republic of Iran and the roots

the regime. (See the complete videos of the speeches.)

Mehdi Khalaji, while struggling to read the English translation of his article, tried t
explain the reason why political changes were not possible from inside Iran and, as
result [in order to eliminate “the growing threat of Iranians against world peace”], \

the US must choose either military action or economic sanctions, instead of holding

I don’t know what you would like to call Mr. Khalaji’s informed help, giving ideas
cruelest and dirtiest enemies of Iran and humanity. But I do know that if I run into

one day, instead of saying hello, I will spit in his face.

11> 15899http://i.hoder.com iran-soc&pol 2007-03-28T22:08:02+01:00
http://i.hoder.com/ archives/2007/03/070327_015895.shtm! - In the comment sectic
someone in th;: past stated that I had become a strong critic of the US, since I had
difficulty staying in New York as planned in September 2005, when the American

officers at the border on the Peace Bridge, near Buffalo (I know the pronunciation

All Languages Ltd®



down, and then vice versa. One is “regime change” or destroy Iran, which has two
branches; one supports military action, or the “velvet revolution” or civilian resistance
(which is lool;éd after by Ganji with complete stupidity), or social changes. There is also
another policy, which is moderation of the behaviour of the Iranian regime through
increased interaction, mutual talks and economic relationships.

Just be aware that “regime change” or destroying the regime is a term with a specific
meaning that is different from its literal meaning, which is a complete change of

government. I will write about this later.

Tt is obvious which of all of these American and Buropean think-tanks and academic and
semi-academic organizations working on Iran follow what specific policy. But it is
interesting to know that aimost all Iranians who have recently gone to the US have joined

one of the centres that follow the “regime change” line of thought.

For example, the Washington institute, where Mehdi Khalaji and Sazgara work or have
worked, openly supports the “regime change” policy, even through military action. (Just
imagine that Mehdi Khalaji has worked for both the “Entekhab” newspaper connected to
Khamenei and the institute that intends to bomb his former office. What an integrated

moral system.)

Or, for example, some of the former members of the Tahkim Vahdati group, including

Afshari and Atri and many of the younger ones, have joined the Human Rights

All Languages Ltd®
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e Statistics as the world’s blogs for each country / Iranian blogs are estimated to total
around 700,000

«  Omid Memarian receiving an award from Human Rights Watch / 1 hope this news
will not cause a problem for his family. Perhaps it would be 2 good idea if he
condemus it in his blog.

=  Ahmadinejad: Israel is an insult to humag dignity and must be wiped off the map /

Someone’s got to stop this stupid person!

Oct. 26, 2005
= The first research report written by Mehdi Khalaji for the Institute in Washington /
What Khalaji and Sazgara are doing is the same as if Ralph Nader goes to Al

Ghadah and writes an article for Bin Laden on how to attack the US.

Oct. 25, 2005

s An Arabic television channel is being developed by the BBC / In 2007 it will
broadcast 12 hours of publicly funded programming a day. 10 European language
services will be eliminated.

«  “Human Sciences”, “Reading in English” means what?; Khorshid Khanoom / She is

actually right. If you want to learn, you have to read it.

http://i hoder.com/linkdooni/2005 10.html 4/2/2007
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"Fhat is the reason I convict Shirin Ebadi for her works after being awarded the Nobel
Prize, because her works are narrative colonial paradigm. I have the same opinion
towards Mehrangiz Carr, Azar Nafisi, Akbar Gnji, Ramin Jahanbegloo, Ahmad Batabi,
Ali Afshari, Hossein Bastani and many more. I am not saying they are betrayers, because
their benefit to colonial poyve'r is -i;;direct and probably without their knowledge. But
people like Reza Pahlavi, Mohsen Sazgara, Mehdi Khalaj~i and Abass Fakhravar, who
provide services to colonial power directly and knowingly, are com}icted, and the Islamic
Republic can exercise its right to convict and punish them someday. As much as the US

can reward them for their services.

But there are many other critics of the Islamic Republic and political activists whose
narratives, either informed, or non-informed, even under the strong pressure of the
structuralist wing of the government, are post-colonial paradigm. There are not too many

out of Iran, but out of those in Iran, I can mention the names of Shadi Sadr and Emad

Baghi.

I will write more about Shadi Sadr and the importance of her existence later, but she
works as hard in the area of women’s rights as the other women who call their activities a
secular movement, and she also tolerates lots of pressuré. However, contrary to the
movement considered as “secular,” her activities are based on z;post-colonial paradigm.
For this reason, ordinary people from Iran benefit from her activities more than they

would from someone like Mehrangiz Carr, whose activities after leaving Iran benefit




Editor: Myself (Persian) Page 1 of 4

Thisis G 0 0 g | e's cache of http://i. hoder com/indexfull. xml as retrieved on Mar 28, 2007 22:24:08 GMT.
G o ¢y i e's cache is the snapshot that we took of the page as we crawled the web.

The page may have changed since that time. Click here for the current page without highlighting.

This cached page may reference images which are no longer available. Click here for the cached text only.

To lmk to or bookmark this page, use the followmg url: ntep://wn . google. com/search?
f:1 . boder.com/indexfull. al+$D9%85%D2%E TR DB AFSDESBC+EDEFALS DI B4%DBSRCIDBY
ThRgl=us

Goagle is neither affiliored with the authors of this page nor responsible for its content.

These search terms have been highlighted: s 4

http://i.hoder.com This is a Persian (Farsi) weblog, written by Hossein Derakhshan (aka, Hoder), an
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Excerpt: Mehdi Khalaji is the only person on the planet who has indirectly worked for both Khamanei's office and
Cheney's in less than five years. His recent work for the right-wing American think tanks and his shameful
endorsement and help to American Foreign Policy Council's disgusting anti-ran campaign has made him the
fithiest traitor | have ever seen in my life. | love to see his face (and that of similar traitors such as Mohsen Sazgara,
Ali Afshari and to some degree Akbar Ganji) when the U.S. has no choice but to finally accept that its time in the
Middle East has passed.
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SCHEDULE “B”

A COPY OF THE TAKE DOWN DEMAND
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CASSELS BROCK

July 27", 2007

DELIVERED BY COURIER AND BY E MAIL

Hossein Derakhshan
200 Jackson Street West
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada L8P 4R9

-and to -

Hossein Derakhshan
801 Bay Street
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5S 1Y9

-and to -

CoDaddy.com, Inc.

Suite 219

14455 N. Hayden Rd.

Scottsdale, Arizona, U.S.A. 85260

Attention: The President

-and to -

GoDaddy.com, Inc.

Suite 219

14455 N. Hayden Rd.

Scottsdale, Arizona, U.S.A. 85260

Attention: Legal Counsel

-and to -

Hosting Matters, Inc.
Suite 332
1650-302 Margaret Street

Jacksonville, Florida, U.S.A. 32204-3869

Attention: The President

sselznick@casselshrock.com
tel 416-860-6883

fax 416-642-7147

file # 39341-1

2100 Scotia Plaza, 40 King Street West, Toronto, ON Canada M5H 3C2
tel 416 869 5300 fax 416 360 8877 www.casselsbrock.com
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Dear Sirs/Mesdames:

Re:
- Clams by Mohammed Mehdi Khalaji against
Hossein Derakhshan, GoDaddy.com, Inc. and Hosting Matters, Inc.

Domain: www.hoder.com

and related webblog at http://hoder.com/weblog/
Registrant: Hossein Derakhshan
Name Server: NS 3.HMDNSGROUP.com

Name Server: NS 4. HMDNSGROUP.com

We have been retained by Mohammed Mehdi Khalaji in connection with his claims
against Hossein Derakhshan, the registrant of the domain addresses www.hoder.com
and www.hoder.com/weblog (the “Websites”) for which GoDaddy.com, Inc. and Hosting
Matters, Inc. serve as Registrars and webhosts, and materials published thereon.
There may be other websites that you register or host that mirror or automatically refer
to the Websites, and this letter should be construed as applying to those websites as
well.

As GoDaddy.com, Inc. and Hosting Matters, Inc. serve as Registrars of these domain
names and host the Websites, they are implicated in the activities conducted at the
Websites, and our client’s claims extend to GoDaddy.com, Inc. and Hosting Matters,
Inc. as well. Both GoDaddy.com, Inc. and Hosting Matters, Inc. are vicariously liable for
the defamatory and other activities conducted through at the Websites that they host
and service.

Without prejudice to our client’s rights to advance further or other claims, our client
takes particular objection to weblog content written and published by Hossein
Derakhshan over the Websites that defame our client and are intended to incite
violence and retribution against our client and those of his family members who still live
in Iran.  There are a number of defamatory statements contained on the Websites for
which Hossein Derakhshan clams authorship, which amount to very serious libels upon
our client. Specifically, we attach excerpts from a certified translation into English of the
corresponding original Farsi text of excerpts from the Websites, noting the particularly
egregious libels.

These defamatory statements by Hossein Derakhshan directly and by innuendo:
(a) state falsely that our client is a traitor to the government and people of Iran;

(b) state falsely that our client has worked for U.S. Vice-President Cheney's office, and
by innuendo is a dupe or puppet of the U.S. government;
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(c) state falsely that our client has counselled the Vice-President of the United States of
America to bomb our client’s former offices in Iran;

(d) state falsely that our client has counselled the Vice-President of the United States of
America to bomb thousands of men, women and children,

(e) state falsely that our client counsels enemies of Iran and of humanity;

(f) incites others to follow the defamer Hossein Derakhshan’s lead by spiting in our
client’s face;

(g) state falsely that our client holds and publicizes the belief that political change is not
possible from within Iran;

(h) state falsely that our client struggles to converse and express himself in the English
language;

(i) state falsely that our client counsels the government of the United States of America
to chose military action and economic sanctions against Iran, over and instead of
diplomatic talks;

(j) state falsely that our client’'s academic research papers are in reality thinly veiled
instruction manuals on how to locate and attack the weaknesses of the legitimate
government of Iran;

(k) state falsely that our client is a proponent of, and openly supports, civil unrest,
revolution and a regime change in Iran through the use of the military, and violence if
necessary; and

(I) clearly evidence a personal vendetta being waged by Hossein Derakhshan against
our client, under the guise of alleged “commentary”.

While knowledge or mindful intention is not necessary in Canada to found an action in
tort for defamation, it is clear that Hossein Derakhshan has made and repeats these
defamatory allegation on the Websites with the clear intention of jeopardizing our
client’s life and personal safety, and the lives and personal safety of those of our client’s
family members still in Iran. In fact, in consequence of these defamatory statements
that each of you have published on the Websites, our client has received threats on his
life and upon the lives of his family members, by persons purporting to be
instrumentalities of the Iranian government.

In addition to being blatantly defamatory, these offensive comments which you host are
vulgar, racist, hateful, condone and incite racism, violence, the violent overthrow of a
government and other unlawful activity. As such they fall well within the take down
provisions of the agreement that each of GoDaddy.com, Inc. and Hosting Matters, Inc.
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publish on their respective websites as governing the terms of their hosting
arrangements with Hossein Derakhshan. These offensive comments for which you are
each vicariously liable also interfere with our client’s legitimate economic relations with
third parties.

Please be advised that our client will be seeking general damages, special damages,
punitive damages, aggravated damages, interest and costs arising from your activities.
Accordingly, we are affording you an opportunity to assist in the mitigation of our client's
claims against each of you:

(a) by taking down and removing the offensive weblog materials and undertaking, in
unequivocal terms, not to re-post or further publish them:;

(b) by preparing and submitting to our office, for our client’s review and approval, a draft
of a clear and unequivocal letter of contrition, apology and retraction for ultimate
publication in final approved form on the home page of the Websites and elsewhere
as our client might desire in his discretion; and

(c) by payment to our client of the sum of $10,000 U.S. toward the cost of his
investigation and remediation of your defamatory and other improper acts.

We would ask that you provide us with your confirmation and undertaking that you will
effect the action requested in partial mitigation of our client's claims, no later than
August 5™, 2007. We also ask that you provide us with any information in your
possession or under your control that indicates the Internet protocol addresses of web
browsers that have accessed any of the Websites since their inception.

As you can appreciate, our client reserves the right to take steps before the August 5™,
2007 date if he determines the need to take additional steps to protect his interests
before that time. Without prejudice to our client’s rights to assert a mindful intention on
your part prior to the date of this letter, you should know that your failure to provide,
carry through with and observe the confirmation and undertaking that we request will be
construed by our client as wilful and mindful conduct on your part from the date of this
letter forward.

We look forward to hearing from you and would ask that you govern yourself
accordingly.
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Yours truly,

cc. Mohammed Mehdi Khalaji

The undersigned, in counterparts, hereby confirm and undertake as provided in the
foregoing letter, this day of , 2007.

GoDaddy.com, Inc.
Per:

Authorized Signing Officer

Name:

(Please Print)
Position:

(Please Print)

Hosting Matters, Inc.
Per:

Authorized Signing Officer

Name:
(Please Print)
Position:
(Please Print)
Hossein Derakhshan Signature of Witness to Derakhshan

Name:
(Please Print)




- Editor: Myself (Persian)

This is Google’s cache of http://i.hoder.com/indexfull.xml as retrieved on Mar 28, 2007 22:24:08 GMT.
Google’s cache is the snapshot that we took of the page as we crawled the web.

The page may have changed since that time. Click here for the current page without highlighting.

This cached page may reference images which are no longer available. Click here for the cached text only.
To link to or bookmark this page, use the following url: http:/www.google.com/search?

g=cache:_N22j51JitYMI:i.hoder.com/indexfuil.xml+%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AF%DB%8C+%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%AC%DB
%8C&hl=en&ct=cink&cd=2&g 1=us

Google is neither affiliated with the authors of this page nor responsible for its content.
These search terms have been highlighted: Mehdi Khalaji

http://i.holder.com. This is a Persian (Farsi) weblog, written by Hossein Derakhshan (aka,
Hoder), an Iranian Multimedia designer and a journalist who has lived in Toronto since Dec
2000. He also keeps an English weblog with the same name. en-us hoder@hoder.com 2007-03-
28T14:32:09+01:00 hourly, 2000-01-01T12:00+00:00 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/65-
1997 stm- This

15897 kkkkkkk @http://i.hoder.com/world 2007-03-28T

14:32:09+01:00
http://www.mideastjustice.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=55
15896@http://i.hoder.com/events 2007-03-28T13:23:04+01:00 http://sobhaneh.org
15170@http:/vagrantly.com ads03 2006-04-12T19:43:26+01:00
http://i.hoder.com/archives/2007/03/070328_015899.shtml

Mehdi Khalaji is the only Iranian who has worked for both Khamenei’s office and Dick

Cheney’s, who intends to bomb Khalaji’s former office building plus thousands of men,

women and children living in the surrounding area.

Some time ago, AFPC (US Foreign Policy Centre), a right-wing firm with a close
relationship with Israel, through its one-day convention regarding the “Iran’s threat”,

launched its one-week-long propaganda campaign, thus frightening people in the US

All T.anouasoes I,td®



«bout the growing threat " Iran. These thirty-second advertisents were broadcast
the CNN, SNBC, Headline News and Fox News channels. (See one of the thirty-sec

|
anti-Iranian videos.)

At the conference (represented in the form of a new program as “Freedom of Iran”),
Mehdi Khalaji along with Ilan Berman, Patrick Clawson, James Woolsey and a few
others, gave lectures on the growing threat of Islamic Republic of Iran and the roots

the regime. (See the complete videos of the speeches.)

Mehdi Khalaji, while struggling to read the English translation of his article, tried t«
explain the reason why political changes were not possible from inside Iran and, as
result [in order to eliminate “the growing threat of Iranians against world peace”], v

the US must choose either military action or economic sanctions, instead of holding

I don’t know what you would like to call Mr. Khalaji’s informed help, giving ideas
cruelest and dirtiest enemies of Iran and humanity. But I do know that if I .run into

one day, instead of saying hello, I will spit in his face.

11> 15899http://i.hoder.com iran-soc&pol 2007-03-28T22:08:02+01:00
http://i.hoder.com/archives/2007/03/070327_015 895.shtml - In the comment sectic
someone in thé past stated that I had become a strong critic of the US, since I had
difficulty staying in New York as planned in September 2005, when the American

officers at the border on the Peace Bridge, near Buffalo (I know the pronunciation

All Languages Ltd®



down, and then vice versa. One is “regime change” or destroy Iran, which has two
branches; one supports military action, or the “velvet revolution” or civilian resistance
(which is 1ool;éd after by Ganji with complete stupidity), or social changes. There is also
another poliz:y, which is moderation of the behaviour of the Iranian regime through
increased interaction, mutual talks and economic relationships.

Just be aware that “regime change” or destroying the regime is a term with a specific
meaning that is different from its literal meaning, which is a complete change of

government. I will write about this later.

It is obvious which of all of these American and European think-tanks and academic and
semi-academic organizations working on Iran follow what specific policy. But it is
interesting to know that almost all Tranians who have recently gone to the US have joined

one of the centres that follow the “regime change” line of thought.

For example, the Washington Institute, where Mehdi Khalaji and Sazgara work or have
worked, openly supports the “regime change” policy, even through military action. (Just
imagine that Mehdi Khalaji has worked for both the “Entekhab” newspaper connected to
Khamenei and the institute that intends to bomb his former office. What an integrated

moral system.)

Or, for example, some of the former members of the Tahkim Vahdati group, including

Afshari and Atri and many of the younger ones, have joined the Human Rights




Statistics as the world’s blogs for each country / Iranian blogs are estimated to total

around 700,000

Omid Memarian receiving an award from Human Rights Watch / I hope this news
will not cause a problem for his family. Perhaps it would be a good idea if he

condemns it in his blog.

Ahmadinejad: Israel is an insult to human dignity and must be wiped off the map /

Someone’s got to stop this stupid person!

Oct. 26, 2005
«  The first research report written by Mehdi Khalaji for the Institute in Washington /
What Khalaji and Sazgara are doing is the same as if Ralph Nader goes 10 Al

Ghadah and writes an article for Bin Laden on how to attack the US.

Oct. 25, 2005

= An Arabic television channel is being developed by the BBC / In 2007 it will
broadcast 12 hours of publicly funded programming a day. 10 European language
services will be eliminated.

=  “Human Sciences”, “Reading in English” means what?; Khorshid Khanoom / She is

actually right. If you want to Jearn, you have to read it.

http://i_hoder.com/linkdooni/2005 10.html 4/2/2007
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That is the reason I convict Shirin Ebadi for her works after being awarded the Nobel
Prize, because her works are narrative colonial paradigm. I have the same opinion
towards Mehrangiz Carr, Azar Nafisi, Akbar Gnji, Ramin Jahanbegloo, Ahmad Batabi,
Ali Afshari, Hossein Bastani and many more. I am not saying they are betrayers, because
their benefit to colonial po_w& is ‘i;ldirect and probably without their knowledge. But
people like Reza Pahlavi, Mohsen Sazgara, Mehdi Khalaj:i and Abass Fakhravar, who
provide services to cdlonial power directly and knowingly, are con\;icted, and the Islamic
Republic can exercise its right to convict and punish them someday. As much as the US

can reward them for their services.

But there are many other critics of the Islamic Republic and political activists whose
narratives, either informed, or non-informed, even under the strong pressure of the
structuralist wing of the government, are post-colonial paradigm. There are not too many
out of Iran, but out of those in Iran, I can mention the names of Shadi Sadr and Emad

Baghi.

I will write more about Shadi Sadr and the importance of her existence later, but she
works as hard in the area of women’s rights as the other Women who call their activities a
secular movement, and she also tolerates lots of pressuré. However, contrary to the
movement considered as “secular,” her activities are based on a{ post-colonial paradigm.
For this reason, ordinary people from Iran benefit from her activities more than they

would from someone like Mehrangiz Carr, whose activities after leaving Iran benefit
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SCHEDULE “C”

POST TAKE DOWN DEMAND ADDITIONAL DEFAMATORY STATEMENTS
WRITTEN AND PUBLISHED CONCERNING THE PLAINTIFF



10/17/2007 WBD 10:42 Fax 202 775 13¢5 BBC [Zo01/004

Mehdi Khalaji's Lawyer threatens to shut down my weblog and cashing
on in it, for 10,000%

Mehdi Khalaji was the editor of op-ed in Entekhab Newspaper in Iran. Entekhab was
affiliated to the Office for Promoting Qum Seminary and its chief editor, Taha Haghemi,
was Khamenei's {Iran Supreme Leader} Representative.

He [Mehdi Khalaji] also has close ties to the other anti-Iranian research centers in
Washington, including the American Council of Foreign Relations and American
Enterprise Institute in which Michael Leddin and many Anti-Iranian U.S. policy makers
work.

After watching this misleading advertisement and Khalaji' support to this institute and
its Anti-Iranian programs, I wrote a note in my blog and explained what Mehdi Khalaji
is ore of the biggest traitors that [ know.

After couples of months, Mehdi Khalaji hired an attorney (and ) sent himon to me
and the hosting company of my blog, trying to shut down my blog for [publication]
of that note and to rip the company 10,000% off.

Although, Khalaji's Canadian attorney has said that there is no legal base for suing me
over my writing, using defamation law, but he tried to reach his goal of shut ting
my voice up by financilally threatening the hosting company

Here you can see the full text of Khalaji's claim in English (which really seems childish
and ridiculous in some part).

Anyway he hasnot succeeded yetand it is unlikely for him to do so. Even if he
succeeds to wipe me off the internet field, he would not be able to clear himself off
of the disgrace of working for enemies of his people.



10/17/2007 WED 10:42 PaAX 202 775 1395 BBC o0z/004

E:M | On Mehdi Khalaji, Israeli lobby's think-tank fellow, who wants to silence me an... Page 1 of 7

] 2l 5 Ol S
EditorMyself-subseribe@googlegroups.com 3 b daal o ALl gal 4

G 1 i

OF s 3 Ot 4o QLA 3 Gpian (s JAL b o183

english blog photoblog xml i g2l) « Sy il ¢ B ull o dgay Sy Guld b dald 2035 o,

« g | dgldada | Ay

(S V3 ) Jaea g a8y et Ay ald cuga B9 wagd

{Augit 3, 0%y

a0 51 callae o Ay 3 | Bas i 3 SkI9

Excerpt; On Mehdi Was;hington Institute for Near East Policy L <oa 5 25la Sl g
Khalaji, 1sraeli lobby's 5 KPLIT R I O TP O~ £ P A% Ltat) L e T a3 YR A
think-tark fellow, who ) Bl o3 dghoal Y 8 533 ﬁ‘-’ - ‘-5’ ) ‘"“-'_"""‘3" J"

wants to silence me S Gl iy (L a4y 0 el b gl 4y P

and also earn $10,000

Ol Ay el Sl (ot by G pand (oY Lt 95 900k g0 Ao
4y xal) Jualle O QUS| gy g dlava g3 daad pul oy @l L GLEANES 3 4K 2t
S (s Sl 2l sh LSlat) 8 e ) a0 b g0 gt (hgy g i gRILS (LA 93 g s ga (il ML) e

B\ e 1) Aot 8 QLS (et ik Lot ) 8 U0 o o AU + bl Jy 2 dia il
gl Hgaba g (L 2l od (5.0 (Bl () sy Jas (falld Bl i) Jled pass o(AaUA L
(st

G G 1y b9 el 08 58 TR 15 pal 20390 A 9 (e Wl (it 93 1) (gl oL anndiran (5 8 g0 i 3
b 4793 e el G0 et Jla g3 (N ek B 3 ks 4SS0 g 02 23 Asnenga cb 8 (il ¢
A AS gl | Aol (b b dessnga ¢l 33 Ol gl S ) Qo 108 Sl Cpuna (pAlS g pou s

Jha i ¢ g3 B A8 b 8 alh gagea ) ) (ol 08 LS5 oy 3 S 2 ) Lol iciead 83 plasiial Lok i dpn gt

Ay Aol 3 QAN 2 gy ARINY (S pada ecpladl) pdalif gy 8 caddgun Jayd g, T U"“U& ot A A
oAl e pdia o pandll Ll dow o sMials Gl g goniilal (S A0 ¢ d‘y(é ik

3 el el g bl o psgan L aad e dailg) (ool Ll 4g 5 23S e IS EREN 5 A pa ja 48 Cud
i bl atile ol 4 S 3 sdasd olacuiagl go Lyt gshiliad 04 ca 0 ) ghiie ¢

b sl (o AR b (o ) gy Alean S cupha 52 35 plaghy (IRLEL 5 0 a5 8000 O gl R

3 G J59be 45 American Enterprise Institute b (@!yﬁi ¢ el g 30y 3 American Fore
_ﬂwJE Gt i wu.l_)-o.{ ‘)i-lwd c

) s s (L Ly 48 358 8 5 (ol o bd Caualana gl gy g3 el sl 805 Gpaghy O g Ly
3 gt fideada 1) 828 ol 08068 Al a8 dben 1 R o ik ey

S50 431 Gt O A48 9,8 £ 08 ) 32 1) i oa sl 500 S | B (e sy ATia i3
3 s ol g 1S Ly 48 il i LT 31180041 500 ppn (5 3 31 o 5 b (83 Ol 9 s



10/17/2007 weD 10:43 FAX 202 775 1395 BEC @Z003/004

E:M | On Mehdi Khalaji, Isracli lobby's think-tank fellow, who wants to silence me an,.. Page 2 of 7

b Ansd ol piad sl

S 1y Ol gt Sz 481

J#ﬁ%JJMﬁbﬂ&‘d@h%ﬁﬁjwymsjUg.‘iqt-ujaﬁeha‘jbﬁ:\sb“)dgﬁmu
i gy G (A (0 85 G Syl s

Lo B0 cal 48 038 e g 0aliupb (he BYCus (ijia 8 50 5 oo il A g 038 plaTuaf 1) LSy el g0
W &R ) Chajee S i ph N 38 03 5 A8 (L

b Ay i 7 sha (Defamation) 108 ol 4y CulSd 0 sie 4, 231 55 a1 B gl Blad 31 fa gai i 4€ 4t
e gy o o (5l (8 A 43 (RI8A 4y (g 4 Tl

i PDF 84 g ool 4y (Ao g e DB Ay A 9 J00d A8 LBl g d8) 1),

Lol 2 g5, pad sﬂdgﬁijig?d\hmj\ijdjﬁgﬁﬂluh‘gdﬁéiyﬁiﬂgﬁm‘ahd;.,i‘gnm‘jé‘:
uiulﬁ\)gl Wlihuﬁ Cual J’ﬁﬁ‘:ﬁs‘_’.ﬂ‘)‘iﬁa‘l&kd}a,ﬁdﬁt ) odal Md@&nd‘)aawdwea‘)‘_f_l

a

sy

i Ll (8 (Jhaed (o) sl Sl o UAalig ) (o960 0 Sptan (LAl 4y iy 2 AS | gl (glaculSt
SRS Oy

8 3 aa s S 08 1 BlghsSil g pdsh sy I

= e .

1.‘3_,..\3 [

38 @il b (bl S

didal jl ple J% 0 jh 3 Jl yul lag
Soasn

Ul ol Al 3 QU

oty | Jyldaka | iy

Wl &7 T
CRll g Gfag: niki : This post is even better than your english post on Khalaji
. ] good that you are making the connections clear for people whe
“u%“'_ Crealy can't see it for themselves. Neither Khalaji nor some of the othe
(s iy that they want to "disappear you from the internet” will succeed i

Ol saby .probably what makes them even more crazy
«E. o




10/17/2007 wWED 10:43 FaxX 202 775 1385 BBC

E:M | On Mehdi Khalaji, Tsraeli lobby's think-tank fellow, who wants to silence me an... Page 3 of 7

Kailey

«odl Jpmun 43 ganay,
€Ul gty

&0 o

A TENTIE CR TP LN
«als gy

€ i ST

@ BT 15 gay
KA 3 gy
Qs JhLiy

« -\L,--uf»

L5 3 pan
«(oSas) peaad Ty
JU.ALE
BN
gl

ordatfad Ly e
ppr-LEINTY

BE
ddmmyyyy
slgh b

il s
D s ganaa
A sl
Pyt 1

Lrtge ik
slailh

Ol J‘JHIL,‘I
bl g g Sla
Bo

2GS sl b
(.31 Lo _les
83080 G5
Loy s
43105

Wi A gdls
(P b

psE Ll ) i
gkl 4818
Agugesa
S

e Al
headss

g5

s (b
S s
L

Ploac i Viaa

v by bt (b el )9 ) aliiad 4 g gain 3 48 il R I I Py
iyt L sy 4 A8 51 O a2 g8 s 4y

_)AJILJ.«::JJJES‘FAM\_H-‘@LDJQSLQugjdpls_jl('gahu'l_&

Hog B0 afian (Suld an Lga ity o ladyl 0 Lo 48 Cugd &3 gai ol | 35
48 sl ey o gl ga ) (il ey ian 43130 6L0d¢ y madl sl g st s
A B b Bl b 0 by (o 03 82 55 (ton (A 2 onsge Jla y i g
ot 3 30 a3 il sl by Lo clatBilita Ly p gl L1 g
o P8 p s (383 ). g padl s (3R g 30 34l sl
4551 ) gl 3 8 Sl g gleSilipa 3yl o Lagh g 50 0 28 S0 tal
sl 48 o Bon 5l f Faga hile e sleaM gl 1) 0
Ay B g3 &1l 3 allaee (e 48 (g6 2 T 99 il ol 5
_)_,Jnﬁg‘ﬁswigiun_;}.ﬂ‘.'C.ml‘)‘}lni:ﬁ\pb‘pug&_)h_)abih‘éﬂuaah
Bl o g 50 Lo il S gy sl o 48 38 03 8 ) 85 s ol 0
o il jlo 48 4380 oBaus (LS )3 e (6 ailaa e 48 e B YL
bt Dbl 0 gl Ay (AR Canaigh gt 43 LT Y iy b ity i,

pd o (45 ol bl ¥ 358 (6 S8 illde 53 8 p e el

L s (80 53 8 e ila ol Ol g1 0 liadin 8 gl e (i Ll
Gl b dad Ll L 24105 3 g g padhiad sy 59 ASAN A3, ¢ bl s
SETN NPT N SIWETY. SRy U JEIE Iy VI SLPTS P JU
Lol | Zaaab ) s (1 o Ll o 4o Sliia dan 53 i 8 paled wiBia 0y
e 53 (guabys Mo (gladlo w218 51 sla oy BLash AT sl jinuag
laba sl 5048 508 N Lyl g3y o 5 o S 8 g Ll o8

Ag |y Ot g il g p30 JB1 L i g oyl pdn oy 3ge S U8 gl
csllond dan i s G ) (b 208 Alla ) by 5 3l Wil iy ) 30 2 puian
d‘_,.ul,"?.“ ‘J%TWJ@‘JJU‘“J%A}'&%“JS‘MJ‘MJ%W‘C

O 2805 Lo 45Y) 99 i Sloh T € sl gada gy o 5 (b L il
o Ll B LTS ey IS o i gl gl (em et S
a0 g5, 3 45 o g oy gl il a2 3o 08 Ll 63 (st Ll pad 3

@ a8 ed A5 o 1 gl pd g g4 e naniB Sl By 8
iy 1 pie o A wa ISy el g a8 0 8 ey S YL

3 l_)nﬂa:_»_'ﬂg_)\.)u\,l_,&u.uiQJ%@EM@MJMQ@JM}QLH.
AR oo 45 330 0 B adh o) 5 S Ol ) R 5 el g
35w 3 leadl I o g s S Cumas o bish ) g 3,

FI4%E 53 48 Caaly gl i go G4y

pa b 3y et g odal yoas e 0 90 2 R asah s )5 5 g (LA (il A
QS G ey st ol s (g a3 S el )5 el 5 48 A
il a2al o gl 411 ganly (gt bl 3 lep ppadas

JREY. 93 ELPEY. MY R L PE PR TEN

Lﬁﬁ“ﬁ);‘u“}wﬁﬂﬁ:‘j‘a|ﬁ‘€a‘3‘,ﬁ%IOOQJQW"‘"JU

L}

Farzad : I don't support Mr. Khalaji or the Washington Institute
He is free to do whatever he wants to do, why would you ca
people might call you a traitor. When Sean Penn went to Iran
Iraq war or Danny Glover goes to meet with President Chavez, is
traitor or would you call them hero or anti imperialists. Mr. Der:
is not whether Khalaji is working here or there. The problem is
making decision for people of Iran and the people of Tran don't ]
about their future, the problem is the our economy is banl
Accou

A el e aggicaad ) 3

gooaso04



Editor: Myself (English): July 2007 Archives Page 1 of 7

EDITOR: MYSELF

A weblog on Iran, technology and pop culture, by Hossein Derakhshan

<« June 2007 | Main

August 2007 »
July g0, 2007

Ignatieff in Iran: Pragmatist thinkers like Rorty are favoured to
radicals like Foucault

from Ramin Jahanbegloo who was later arrested on charges of acting against the national security:

Jahanbegloo says he thinks of himself as a bridge between Iran and those universities. He
invites a steady stream of philosophers like Richard Rorty from Stanford and Agnes Heller
from the New School in New York to give talks to students. He sees some signs that their ideas
are finding a toehold in Tehran. Three decades ago, the intellectuals du jour were Michel
Foucault and fellow radical theorists. They arrived in Tehran proclaiming their solidarity with a
revolution that actively despised them while persecuting its own freethinkers. Now the
pendulum in Tehran has swung toward pragmatic liberals like Berlin.

It's quite interesting how Ignatieff dismisses Foucault's support for the Iranian revolution with just labelling
him as radical and praises Jahanbegloo's attempts to bring the liberal, pragmatic thinkers such as Rorty and

Heller.

This is of course a cheap shot at Foucault from the right, by Ignatieff, a strong supporter of the US invasion of

Iranian Revolution: Gender and the Seductions of Islamism.' (I have ordered it recently to read Foucault's
original dispatches for Corrierre Dela Serra in his two visits before and after the 1979 revolution.)

Arecurring theme these days is that the lines between the right and the left, when it comes to Iran, has
become so blurry that they has almost become meaningless.

The left has started to challenge the Islamic Republic's legitimacy in a similar fashion to the right. This is
what living in the American paradigm does to one's intellect, I suspect.

I know, I have to elaborate on all this...

Posted by hoder at 2:45 AM | Comments (1) | TrackBack

July 29, 2007

http://hoder.com/weblog/archives/2007 07 01 index.html 10/19/2007



Editor: Myself (English): July 2007 Archives Page 2 of 7

Washington's Institute’s fellow, Mehdi Khalaji, thinks he is not
counselling enemies of Iran and humanity

shut down my website, here are the things he has found problematic in a blog post of mine. They kind of
sound ironic and even funny, in a Jon Stewart way:

These defamatory statements by Hossein Derakhshan directly and by innuendo:
a) state falsely that our client is a traitor to the government and people of Iran;

b) state falsely that our client has worked for U.S. Vice-President Cheney's office; and by
innuendo is a dupe or puppet of the U.S. government;

c) state falsely that our client has counselled the Vice-President of the United States of America
to bomb our client's former offices in iran;

c) state falsely that our client has counselled the Vice-President of the United States of America
to bomb our thousands of men, women and children;

e) state falsely that our client counsels enemies of Iran and of humanity;

f) incites others to follow the defamer Hossein Derakhshan's lead by spitting in our client's
face;

g) state falsely that our client holds and publicizes the belief that political change is not possible
from within Iran;

h) state falsely that our client struggles to converse and express himself in the English
language;

i) state falsely that our client counsels the government of the United States of America to
choose military action and economic sanctions against Iran, over and instead of diplomatic
talks;

j) state falsely that our client's academic research paper are in reality thinly veiled instruction
manuals on how to locate and attack the weaknesses of the legitimate government of Iran;

k) state falsely that our client is a proponent of, and openly supports, civil unrest, revolution
and a regime change in Iran through the use of the military, and violence if necessary; and

1) clearly evidence a personal vendetta being waged by Hossein Derakhshan against our client,
under the guise of alleged "commentary."

Posted by hoder at 12:52 AM | Comments (0) | TrackBack

July 27, 2007
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New arrests

Norouz, a website run by the Mosharekat party, says that the Iranians whose names were mentioned in the
televised 'confessions' by Esfandiari, Jahanbegloo and Tajbakhsh are arrested by the Intelligence service.

As far as I remember, Bijan Khajehpour and Ali Afshari were the only Iranians being mentioned.
Ali Afshari, a former student leader, ironically, is now a fellow at the infamous National Endowment for
Democracy in Washington, DC.

But I think Bijan Khajehpour, a business consultant, must have been back to Iran after, according to his
biographies, finishing a programme at a business school in Paris,

So it's very likely he is at least one of the people who is arrested.

Posted by hoder at 1:34 AM | Comments (0) | TrackBack
July 26, 2007

Guessing game
Who do you guess has said the following paragraph? Read it and I'll tell you later:

Iran today is very much like the Soviet Union in its last days. The ideology has burnt out,
Iranian youngsters are disenchanted, the reform movement has failed to fulfil the popular
demand and there has been practically every year spontaneous rioting and uncivil unrests in
the major cities of Iran. But 25 years after the revolts that did away with the Shah and his
regime, there is an absence of an organizational factor to unite the diverse inspirations of
Iranians.

[..]

Based on this analysis of the Iranian situation, we are left with three scenarios for the future of
Iran:

1) In the first scenario the Iranian regime will weather the storm and the so -called pragmatists
or centrists among the ruling elite of Iran will be the survivors. Thanks to a leadership vacuum
among the opposition, the centrists will buy some time by offering a series of strategic
concessions. These concessions may come in two forms: to the West on the issue of WMDs and
the Middle East peace plan, and to the Iranians in the area of social controls and guardianship
(which could be replaced by the Expediency Council with a sudden death of Ayatollah
Khamenei). Under this formula, Iran will integrate in the market economy and there will
certainly be a shift from a monopolistic, mafia-type of economy represented by the new class of
property owners to a more normalized market stability and investment security. The tendency
of the pragmatist political leaders such as Rafsanjani and Mohsen Rezaii and centrist religious
intellectuals such as Sadegh Ziba Kalam and Shamsolvaezin towards centrist politics is, in a
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sense, is a reflection of this change in Irana€™'s capitalist class. In this first scenario Rafsanjani
will have an important role as the power broker.

2) In the second scenario unlike the first one the clerical regime will not be able to stand the
socio-economic and political pressures and will be left with only one option to defend itself and
that is a &€cepalace coupa€[] by the conservatives and the security agents such as Asgaroladi
(leader of the Islamic Coalition Group), Badamchian and Shariatmadari (editor in chief of the
journal Kayhan) to save the Revolution and the political Islam. Unclear though is the role
played in this scenario by Ayatollah Khamenei?

3) In the third scenario the regime change will be inevitable. Irrespective of tactical
manoeuvres by the Islamic regime and the absence of an organized leadership by the
opposition, the regime will be unable to stave off the energy of dissent and answer the demands
of the Iranian youth and Iran will see a series of urban unrests, In this scenario, there is also the
closing of a window of opportunity for the Iranian regime and the imminence of political chaos
in Iran.

Posted by hoder at 3:44 PM | Comments (0) | TrackBack
July 18, 2007

Tv confessions undermine the reality of American plans to destabilise
Iran

Esfandiari, Jahanbegloo and Tajbakhsh's tv 'confessions' is only targeted at the ordinary Iranians inside Iran
and the fact that they're broadcasting it on the Channel 1 confirms that.

But there is also another delicate detail no one has paid attention to yet that explains what exactly Iranian
intelligence system is trying to achieve:

The above mentioned people, at least in the TV spots shown so far, are characterised as experts, not as
prisoners.

The average man or woman in Iran who doesn't read newspapers or watch satellite television or simply
doesn't follow politics has no idea about the conditions in which these individuals have said these things and
would only be introduced to them as international relations experts. (The set where they are interviewed and
their cloths also want to portray them as if they are in their offices or their homes.)

Personally I think it's a mistake by the Iranian government to assume such distinction or gap between the
internal public opinion and external one.

Simply because of the widely popular foreign-based Persian-language satellite televisions such as the VOA
and the forthcoming BBC are covering a considerable portion of the same people Iranian government try to
target.

So in a few days the news that these statements were taken under pressure would be everywhere, mostly
thanks to the popular VOA, and it would lose its value and effect.

htto://hoder.com/weblog/archives/2007 07 01 index.html 10/19/2007
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I personally agree with legitimate and effective methods to expose the real intentions behind the American
human rights and democracy project in countries such as Iran, Syria, Cuba, Venezuela, Russia and many
eastern European states.

But I believe these televised confessions are neither legally or ethically justified, nor are effective once people
realise the story behind them. They even have an opposite effect since the average Iranians would think that
there is no truth to anything anyone says along the same lines.

The Americans have repeated and publicly expressed their interest in using the civil society, especially
student, women and labour movement, in Iran to destabilise the government and these are exposed by the

US' own mainstream media.

But what Iran does with these televised confessions undermine all these realities and help the opposition to
paint them as propaganda or conspiracy theories.

Posted by hoder at 9:17 PM | Comments (1) | TrackBack
July 17, 2007

Why 'Stop censoring us' is discontinued

I have discontinued a website I made in 2003 to watch Internet censorship in Iran and here is a note, posted
on its front page, to expalin why:

Dear Readers,

Internet censorship exists in Iran, as it does in many other parts of the world, especially in the
Middle East.

But it has recently become another pretext for the American Empire to further demonise the
government of Iran.

Despite all problems and challenges, I believe that Islamic Republic is a legitimate, sovereign
and democratic system and I reject any attempts to participate in such nasty demonising
campaigns, which ultimately try to justify the Western intervention.

I believe that Internet censorship is an internal problem and the only way to solve it should also
come and develop from within. Taking such efforts beyond Iran and into the international

scene will benefit the American politicians more than the Iranian internet users.

Therefore, although this website has not been updated for almost a year, I now officially shut it
down.

I should thank Sanam Dolatshahi and and PY whose help in the final months was very
important and much appreciated.

If I have time and energy, I will relaunch the website in Persian with the same focus on Internet
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censorship in Iran, but this time in a local scale because of the language.
Best,
- Hossein Derakhshan

Posted by hoder at 5:47 PM | Comments (0) | TrackBack

July 6, 2007

Jahanshah Javid boycotts Chalghooz, a new parody website

After publishing 13 issues of Gooz Online, a parody of the Rafsanjanist propaganda website, Rooz Online, me
and my partner decided to shut it down and republish it with a different name.

regime change campaign, especially those being done by some 'reformists’ such as Shirin Ebadi and Akbar
Ganji, also Abbas Milani and Reza Pahlavi.

But somehow predictably, everyone has boycotted us: Almost no blog or website has linked to us. However
we've managed to have over 140,000 page views since 10 June.

The most surprising website that has boycotted us is actually Jahanshah Javid's Iranian. Despite his explicit
claims that he publishes any content people send to him, and despite the tagline of Iranian.com which is
"Nothing is sacred," Mr. Javid has refused to republish Gooz or Chalghooz issue on the Iranian.com.

This is from the one hand sad that even for the most progressive websites on Iran, picking on neo-liberals or
‘reformists’ is actually quite sacred, unlike what they try to show off.

From the other hand it proves that we are hitting right on target in exposing the hypocrisy among the so-
called reformists when it comes to free speech.

As, Ebrahim Nabavi, one of these exiled reformists put it recently in a series of angry posts and comments on

his blog and elsewhere, no one is allowed "to criticise respectful people like Ganji and Ebadi.” So obviously
the boycott is just the price we have to pay for questioning the 'reformist’ Gods.

Posted by hoder at 4:12 AM | Comments (0Q) | TrackBack
July g, 2007
Ilan Berman teaches regime change strategies on VOA Persian

for Confronting the Islamic Republic.’

Meanwhile, Radio Farda, interviewing the 'reformist' Mahmoud Shamsolvazein, has accused the newly
launched Press TV of being ideological.
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Posted by hoder at 10:25 PM | Comments (0) | TrackBack
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EDITOR: MYSELF

A weblog on Iran, technology and pop culture, by Hossein Derakhshan
« July 2007 | Main | September 2007 »
August 31, 2007

‘Free Haleh' and its links to '‘pro-democracy' projects

run by the pro-Bush, pro-Iraqi invasion, Zainab Al-Swaiji of the American Islamic Council? The other

noteworthy fact is that Free Haleh is hosted by Middle East Youth (its staff), another neo-conservative-
leaning "pro-democracy' project.

Posted by hoder at 5:16 PM | Comments (2) | TrackBack
August 30, 2007

Even Israel prepares to live with a 'Nuclear-Enabled’ Iran

Reports on an increased possibility of a US attack on Iran are raising some serious concerns. But I don't
think it is anything but a psy-op, possibly this time by the liberals to frighten and provoke the Iranian
government either to give up the enrichment or to do something stupid that could become a pretext for the
more severe UN sanctions.

There is absolutely nothing Bush could gain from such attack and this is not something that only the liberals
are saying. But even the most radical but realistic anti-Iranian policy makers in Israel, such as Avigdor
Liberman, or in Washington, such as Patrick Clawson, acknowledge the fact that military attack is neither
going to stop Iran from its nuclear programme, nor will it weaken or destabilise the government in any way.

And then it's also the Iranian response that could actually destabilise the markets everywhere leading to a
serious energy crisis that could anger the EU, China and India and widen the split between the U.S. and the

rest of the industrial world.
Knowing all this, Iran has carefully been censoring any news about an imminent attack to undo the psy-op

and at the same time, all Iranian opposition, even Reza Pahlavi, have repeatedly said they were against
military attack and now have no choice other showing some public contempt to save their integrity.

strategist Ephraim Kam, is ready (PDF) to do so.

It is time to let the world know about Ephraim Kam's report which I am surprised why the Anglosaxon media
has never paid enough attention to.
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In case you haven't read it, here is the most important part of it:

Living with a Nuclear-Enabled Iran

The conclusion is threefold:

The United States, Israel, and other countries must do their utmost to prevent Iran from
achieving a nuclear capability, since once Iran has nuclear weapons it will be much
harder (and militarily impossible) to effect any rollback and disarm it.

The military move must be included in steps to be considered, both as an option in itself
and as a means of increasing pressure on Iran.

At the same time, these countries will have to prepare for a scenario in which Iran
obtains nuclear weapons, all the while maintaining efforts to block this very outcome.

In preparing for this scenario, Israel must:

Strengthen its deterrent capability towards Iran. Israel currently has limited deterrence
against Iran's recourse to conventional weapons and terrorism, based on its strategic
capabilities and its relations with the United States. This capability may ebb if Iran
obtains nuclear weapons. Therefore, Israel must use the years until Iran attains nuclear
capability and take additional steps to bolster its deterrence against a nuclear attack,
including: convincing Iran that a nuclear attack on Israel may fail because of Israela€™s
anti-missile system; strengthening its deterrent credibility against the Iranian regime,
and convincing Iran that should Israel be attacked with nuclear weapons, it would retain
a response capability that would exact a heavy price from Iran.

Strengthen strategic cooperation with the United States against Iran. Israel's aim is that
the US administration will make it clear to Iran that any Iranian nuclear attack on Israel
or its other allies will be viewed as an attack on the US itself, which would force it to act
without reservation and with its full strategic strength against Iran. Israel will have to
reexamine the possibility of bolstering its deterrent capability by entering into a defense
treaty with the United States and/or joining NATO at the appropriate time.

Take steps, in collaboration with the United States and other countries, to limit risks 4€“
beyond the threat of a nuclear attack a€“ resulting from Iran obtaining nuclear
capability.

Reexamine its policy of nuclear ambiguity. Israel would be best served by maintaining
nuclear ambiguity, but it is possible that conditions will emerge that will force it to
relinquish this policy, such as the conduct of the Iranian regime, its need to increase its
deterrence and clarify its red lines, or potential channels of communication with Iran on
the nuclear issue.

Consider the possibility of agreeing to the idea of a nuclear weapons-free Middle East, as
a means of preventing Iran from obtaining nuclear arms or of disarming Iran.

Examine the possibility of a peace agreement with the Syrian regime, at the right time

http://hoder.com/weblog/archives/2007 08 01 index.html 10/19/2007



Editor: Myself (English): August 2007 Archives Page 3 of 18

and with conditions that are acceptable to Israel, in the hope that this leads to limiting
Syria's close ties with Iran and an end to its military support of Hizbollah. If there is a
possibility of a peace agreement with Syria, which would entail further warming of
Israela€™s relations with other Arab countries, the effect of Iran4€™s militant
approach will also be reduced, and there may even be dialogue between Israel and Iran.
But even if such dialogue does not develop, it will be hard to assume that under such
regional conditions Iran would decide to launch a nuclear attack against Israel.

Can Israel live with a nuclear Iran? Possibly, but it is hard to anticipate this situation. Certain
conditions 4€“ some of which are not yet extant 4€“ may help to soften this reality, and reduce
the Iranian threat and the uncertainty that it contains.

These include:

e Collecting credible intelligence that Iran is not planning to use its nuclear weaponry
against Israel.

e Obtaining a clear American obligation to retaliate against Iran with a nuclear strike
should Iran use nuclear weapons against Israel.

e Arriving at an assessment in Israel that is based on clear, credible indicators that Israel's
strategic capability effectively deters Iran from recourse to nuclear weapons.

e Seeing more moderate officials join the circle of decision-makers in Iran.

Finally, if Iran obtains nuclear weapons, this would obligate Israel to try to build up a stable
deterrent capability against Iran, which will prevent unintentional deterioration to nuclear
confrontation. As yet there are no accepted rules of behavior in a nuclear environment between
Israel and Iran, there is no communication and no dialogue, and there is insufficient
understanding of the set of considerations and the decision-making processes of the other side.
Such uncertainty is liable to increase the risks of miscalculation, overreaction, escalation of
crises, and difficulty stopping deterioration in time.

Israel thus has a critical need to try to build channels of direct communication with Iran. Even
if indirect, these could allow fostering rules of the game and pursuing confidence building
measures in a nuclear environment and help guard against nuclear deterioration. Assuming
that Iran is also interested in preventing miscalculations by the US and Israel, which may lead
to deterioration and heavy internal damage, the possibility of generating such channels of
communication, possibly via European governments, is not unreasonable.

Posted by hoder at 12:01 AM | Comments (4) | TrackBack
August 29, 2007

Refuting Khalaji's mistransiated threat of legal action

As you might have seen, only a few bloggers wrote anything against the termination of my previous web host
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account as a result of the threat of a defamation lawsuit by Mehdi Khalaji, a fellow at Washington's Institute.

Most of those who reacted, simply, took the terribly mistranslated text -- sent by Khalaji's lawyer to my web
host and my domain registrar -- as utter truth and their defence of me was only from the free speech point of
view.

As if I had manufactured the evidence based on which I wrote my post on Mehdi Khalaji; and that he is
nothing but an innocent, poor victim of my 'defamation’ who had just reacted too harshly to my writings.

Almost no one, except for Niki Akhavan, pointed out the mistranslations in Khalaji's lawyer's note (and its
typos too) and almost no one acknowledged that the facts I had gathered about Khalaji were not false.

So what follows is a detailed and documented refutation of what Mehdi Khalaji's lawyer called my
'defamatory statements' against his client. You will also see how they have mistranslated my original post to
construct their threat.

These defamatory statements by Hossein Derakhshan directly and by innuendo:
a) state falsely that our client is a traitor to the government and people of Iran;

Mehdi Khalaji is hired by a think-tank, created by the Israeli lobbying group in the US (AIPAC)
[l and has openly advocated for military action2! or economic sanctions3! to overthrow the
government of Iran[4l, Richard Perle, Paul Wolfowitz and James Woolsey, all strong advocates
for regime change in Iran!5}8) are on its board!7l.

Washington Institute for the Near East Policy (WINEP), Mr. Khalaji works forl®], has a clear
agenda against Tran and that makes Mr. Khalaji, an Iranian citizen, a “traitor' based on the
definition of the word. (The American Heritage dictionary defines 'traitor' as 4€ceOne who
betrays one's country, a cause, or a trust.A€[119)

b) state falsely that our client has worked for U.S. Vice-President Cheney's office;
and by innuendo is a dupe or puppet of the U.S. government;

Mistranslated. The correct translation is that Mr. Khalaji &€ceindirectlyA€[0 and a€cethrough
WINEPA€[] gives advise to vice-president Cheney's office.

WINEP's director, Robert Satloff says that its products have been made accessible to 8€cehigh-
level Washington-based officials, prominent journalists, and senior diplomats.4€119] Vice-
president's office is surly where many &€cehigh-level Washington-based officialsd€[] work and
therefore WINEP's products, that includes Mr. Khalaji's contribution, reach Mr. Cheney's
office.

There are also strong ties between WINEP and Cheney's office. For example, John P. Hannah, a
deputy director of WNEP now servesl at a high position at the vice-president's office since

2001.

¢) state falsely that our client has counselled the Vice-President of the United
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States of America to bomb our client's former offices in Iran;

Mistranslated. What I have written is that it is Mr. Cheney who wants to bomb Iran[22l not that
Mr. Khalaji advises him to do so. Mehdi Khalaji has worked 431 as a section editor in a
newspaper, titled Entekhab run by Taha Hashemi, a cleric appointeel’4] of Ayatollah Khamenei
in a government-funded organization related to the Qom's clerical school.

Mzr. Khalaji wrote later in an article for the BBC Persian that the publishers of Entekhab had the
personal support of Ayatollah Khamenei for the newspaper.[*s!

A military attack on Iran surly could also destroy the building of Entekhab newspaper in central
Tehran, where Mehdi Khalaji was once working.

d) state falsely that our client has counselled the Vice-President of the United
States of America to bomb our thousands of men, women and children;

Mistranslated. Again, what I have written is that it is Cheney who wants to bomb Iran, not that
Khalaji advises him to do so. Obviously thousands of men and women and children would be
killed in a military strike against Iran.

e) state falsely that our client counsels enemies of Iran and of humanity;

Based on its output, it's clear that WINEP does not have a friendly policy toward Iran and
openly advocates for regime change. So they are enemies of Iran and Khalaji counsels them.

Given the grave consequences of the illegal US-led invasion of Iraq, I believe those who
supported and administered that invasion are enemies of humanity. At least two of these
people, Paul Wolfowitz and Richard Perle are on WINEP's board where Khalaji counsels and
WINEP had repeatedly and openly supported the invasion.[t61

f) incites others to follow the defamer Hossein Derakhshan's lead by spitting in
our client's face;

Mistranslated. The correct translation reads 4€cel don't know what name you want to give this
conscious intellectual contribution by Mr. Khalaji to the most merciless and dirtiest enemies of
Iran and humanity. But I know that if someday I face him in person, instead of saying hello, I
will through a big spit on his face.2€[] There is nothing inciting others to do anything here.

g) state falsely that our client holds and publicizes the belief that political change
is not possible from within Iran;

This is not false. Mehdi Khalaji finishes his presentation at the AFPC meeting with the
following paragraph in which he bluntly rejects the possibility of reform (5' 55 form the video)

A€eThe majority of people might not be [unclear word] to the political agenda of the
government, but instead suffer from its policy and restrictions upon social freedom without
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possessing any concrete effective means for any change or reform. Idealism has been
reconstructed not only in terms of government's perception of politics, but also in terms of
citizens public ambitions. Thus, the regime seems to be more solid and stable as ever before.
Therefore the prospect of the prospect for political change is dark.2€[]

Moreover, in an interview with Radio Zamaneh he adds &€cewell, for me the Islamic Republic is
similar to Dariush Mehrjooie's film, 'Ejarehneshin-ha.' The owner of the building... doesn't

h) state falsely that our client struggles to converse and express himself in the
English language;

Mistranslated. Correct translation reads 4€ceMehdi Khalaji, while sweating to read smoothly
from the English translated text of his article.4€0

But it is true that Mr. Khalaji has problems, at least in terms of reading, pronunciation and
intonation. The recorded video of his speech (mentioned above) clearly shows that Khalaji
mispronounces or struggles to read and pronounces many words including 'entirety,’
'unprecedented’ and ' judicial.'

i) state falsely that our client counsels the government of the United States of
America to choose military action and economic sanctions against Iran, over and
instead of diplomatic talks;

Mistranslated. The correct translation reads that Khalaji 4€cetried to show why political change
from within is impossible in Iran and therefore the U.S,, in order to remove 'the increasing
threat by Iran against world piece' should not negotiate with Iran. Instead, through economic
sanctions (or implicitly even through military invasion if its it was feasible.)a€]

Khalaji said these words in a conference to an audience at the AFPC, not to the government. I
didn't quoted from him, but sumerised in my own words what could he ultimately mean by his
speech.

The words in quotation mark ("the increasing threat by Iran against world piece’) refers to a
widely used theme by the media and the politicians and by doing so I'm trying to mock the
sterotypical aspect of those words.

j) state falsely that our client's academic research paper are in reality thinly veiled
instruction manuals on how to locate and attack the weaknesses of the legitimate

government of Iran;

In May 2006, Mehdi Khalaji says to a Wall Street Journal reporter 4€ceWestern countries must
push the internal conflicts inside the Iranian government.A€[]129]

In July 2007, in an article published on WINEP's website, Khalaji writes:

A€ceFor the West, there are many advantages if Iran's leadership is weakened by internal
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disputes. Such an Iran would be busier domestically and therefore less able to concentrate on
foreign adventures. It would also be more aware of its weaknesses and therefore more likely to
compromise. To be sure, a weak Supreme Leader would presumably have less authority to
impose difficult compromises on objecting factions. That, however, seems like a price worth
paying in order to see a less powerful revolutionary leadership.a€cel201

k) state falsely that our client is a proponent of, and openly supports, civil unrest,
revolution and a regime change in Iran through the use of the military, and
violence if necessary; and

Mistranslated. I never implied Khalaji supports violent change. It is Khalaji's employer, the
Washington Institute, who has advocated regime change through violence.

In February 2007, Jeffery White, a defence fellow at the Washington Institute, writes!3.:

a€oeThe choices for dealing with the Iranian challenge, both in and outside Iraq, are not clear,
and the consequences of making the wrong choices are dire. But by the time the choices are
clear, it will be too late for anything but acquiescence to the presence of a nuclear-armed Iran
driven by hostility toward the West -- or a war to prevent it. 4€ce

But in his interview with Radio Zamaneh he explicitly advocates for a 'fundamental change’,
defining it as the removal of Ayatollah Khamanei, the Supreeme leader of the Islamic Republic,
in a similar fashion to non-violent revolutions in Eastern Europe. He then adds that this
fundamental change is &€ceimpossible without foreign assistance.a€[1(221

D clearly evidence a personal vendetta being waged by Hossein Derakhshan
against our client, under the guise of alleged "commentary."

Before Khalaji started working for the Washington Institute, I had written positive posts about
him and his writings. [231 [24]

But since he started working for the neo-conservative Washington Institute with its clear
agenda to overthrow the Islamic Republic, even through military action if necessary, I have
been critical about Khalaji's contribution to such entity. The same way I have been critical of
Mohsen Sazgera who was a fellow there before Khalaji. [251

I have never met Khalaji and never had anything personal against him, either in public or
private and what I have written about him is only based on his work.

At the same time, I am a established commentator on Iranian affairs. Aside from my bilingual
blog that I have written in the past six years, I am a columnist for The Guardian[2¢],

International Herald Tribune29], BBC News[39), Die Zeit!31], etc. and I have been interviewed
by various print or broadcast media on Iranian affairs, [32]

1. 2 hitpodiwwwe frb.co.uk/v28/n06/mear01_.html

2. A hitp//www washingtoninstitute. ora/templateCOS.php?CID=2520
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Posted by hoder at 10:11 PM | Comments (2) | TrackBack
August 24, 2007

Haleh Esfandiari and NED

I know speaking against Haleh Esfandiari is like suicide these days. After all, with the help of her mostly
American and Iranian neoliberal allies (especially Washington Post's Robin Wright whose love for
Esfandiari, for some reason, surpasses that of Esfandiari's own daughter), has become a symbolic victim of
the 'most repressive regime on the planet.’

But let's be honest for a moment. If an American scholar served , in Tehran, as the head of a prominent
think-tank, very close to the heart of the Iranian policy making machine, and started travelling back and
forth to the U.S. and tried to establish contacts and with dissident Americans (let's say the leftists) and
invited them to Tehran to speak for highest Iranian policy making, top officers of the Revolutionary Guards
and intelligence officers, how would the U.S., even the most liberal one like Jimmy Carter, would treat him or

http://hoder.com/weblog/archives/2007 08 01 index.html 10/19/2007



Editor: Myself (English): August 2007 Archives Page 9 of 18

her?

(NED) in 1995, as the first group of NED fellows. (She was followed by Hossein Bashirieh, Ramin
Jahanbegloo, Siamak Namazi, Ali Afshari and Manouchehr Mohammadi ever since.)

And we all know about NED's roles and functions in countries where the U.S. wants to bring about its
favorite governments such as in Venezuella and the rest. Some even suggest that the links between the CIA
and NED are undeniable. "A lot of what we do today was done covertly 25 years ago by the CIA," says Allen
Weinstein, who helped draft the legislation establishing NED in 1991. (Read the entire Le Monde
Diplomatique's article on the links between NED and the CIA. )

Given what we know about NED today, I believe, anyone in any country who has had any ties with NED and
its affiliate organisations (International Republican Institute, National Democratic Institute for International
Affairs, American Center for International Labor Solidarity and Center for International Private Enterprise)
deserves to be charged and fairly and justly prosecuted.

T emphasize on the process to be just and fair because I think Iran has sometimes ignored some of its own
laws when it comes to such cases. For example, withholding Esfandiari's passport and therefore keeping her
in Iran without prosecuting her was totally wrong and illegal.

But more or less the rest of her case was handled fairly and legally, given the laws in Iran, that like like in
many countries post 9/11, give the right to the judge to extend the time a detainee can be held without
charges. But Esfandiari had a lawyer, has contacts with her mother and, at it appears, was treated well in
detention.

Now perhaps Danny Postel would like to write another piece for openDemocracy and compare me this time
with Adolf Hitler. I wonder what he and other Christopher Hitchens clones think about the NED.

Posted by hoder at 6:10 AM | Comments (3) | TrackBack
August 21, 2007

Robert Tait markets Rafsanjani to Americans

I'm glad to see The Guardian's Robert Tait now officially showing his Rafsanjanist side these days. Two of his
recent pieces are particularly revealing:

"

"Iran hangs 30 over "US plots™, a shameless piece of false reporting that tries to connect the execution of
murderers, assassins and rapists to Iran's concerns over the real American plots to destabilise the
government exploiting the capacities within the Iranian civil society.

The Observer editors -- who are equally to be blamed for that shameless piece of propaganda -- seem to even
doubt that U.S. has any plots against Iran and therefore put it in quotation marks.

The other Robert Tait's piece (Khomeini 'sough t') in The Guardian is yet
another clear pro-Rafsanjani report that we see these days from Tehran-based correspondents since
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Ahmadinejad came to power.

Tait, who I don't think is able to read Persian, exclusively reports on a new volume of Rafsanjani's endless
and self-appreciating memoir that has just come out.

The new volume apparently includes a paragraphs on Rafsanjani's knowledge of Ayataollah Khomeini's
disapproval of the popular "Death to America" and "death to the Soviet Union" slogans in Iran, Tait reports.

Even though in the following paragraphs Tait tries to balance his blunt bias toward Rafsanjani, the message
of the article is too clear to hide: "Dear America, Rafsanjani will topple Khamanei and rules Iran they way
you like. Please support him."

To use his own words, Robert Tait's reporting "comes at a sensitive time for Mr Rafsanjani as he prepares to
seek election next month as head of a powerful clerical body, following the death of its sitting leader.
Leadership of the assembly would put Mr Rafsanjani, an advocate of renewed ties with America, in a strong
position to challenge Mr Khamenei."

Thank you Robert Tait to show us where exactly you stand these days.

Posted by hoder at 11:57 PM | Commaents (0) | TrackBack
August 20, 2007

U.S. declares war on icon of justice and sacrifice in Iran

For a large part of the Iranian society, except for the post-Rafsanjani upper class, Iranian Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC)'s image is associated with pure patriotic and Shiite ideals about justice and sacrifice.

They are seen by the majority of Iranians as solely responsible for not having lost land during the war with
Iraq.

It's no accident that the the birthday of Imam Hossein, the central icon of the Islamic Republic's ideology,
was chosen as the official day to celebrate the Sepah.

After Ahmadinejad's win, Rafsanjanists started a big anti-Sepah campaign to paint it as a corrupt and brutal
shadow government. Ironically, they were the same people who were cheering for the same Sepah after
Khatami's victory, painting it as a diverse, honest, patriotic and moderate entity.

If the US wanted to further strengthen its image among the common Iranians as a force against the core
values of justice, patriotism and sacrifice, nothing could be more effective than calling Sepah a terrorist
group.

By this, the US has officially declared war against tens of millions of Iranians who are still living under the
shadow of their loved ones who saved them and their country and whose names are seen in every corner of
the country, on its schools, streets and stadiums.

Posted by hoder at 11:57 PM | Comments (1) | TrackBack
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August 14, 2007

DW preferrs RSF to its critic

In last year's DWblog awards, I objected to an award sponsored and also dictated by Reports Sans Frontier
on many grounds. Most important of which was the fact that unlike other jury members, RSF has a clear
political agenda to demonise countries who happen to be those disliked by the United States, like Iran,
China, Cuba and since last year apparently Russia. (I have written before about RSF's agenda before: here,
here and here)

Long story short, I sensed that the DW-Online's staff and managers didn't like the challenge I posed against
RSF and I decided not to accept their invitation this year, if RSF is still involved -- and I guess I even raised
that with some of the DW staff.

Now I just saw on their website that the jury members for 2007 awards are announced and RSF's Julien
Pain, who is a great guy but works for a terrible organisation, is on the jury again.

It is unfortunate that Deutche Welle has allowed RSF again to use its jury's and its own credibility for RSF's
clear political agenda. But I don't think there is anything I could do now.

Masih Alinejad has replaced with me as the jury member for Iranian blogs, and even though I have never met
her, T have followed her work and I think she's a great choice. I wish her success and I hope this year, in my
absence, the jury sessions would not be too boring. :)

I also have to confess that I feel I am gradually getting isolated since I stopped looking at Iran and myself
from the stereotypical Western point of view. It feels great, especially now, after being kicked out by my
hosting company.

In last year's DW blog awards (The Best of the Blogs or The BOBs), I objected to an award sponsored and
also dictated by Reports Sans Frontier on many grounds. Most important of which was the fact that unlike
other jury members, RSF has a clear political agenda to demonise countries who happen to be those disliked
by the United States, like Iran, China, Cuba and since last year apparently Russia. (I have written before
about RSF's agenda before: here, here and here)

Long story short, I sensed that the DW-Online's staff and managers didn't like the challenge I posed against
RSF and I decided not to accept their invitation this year, if RSF is still involved -- and I guess I even raised
that with some of the DW staff.

Now I just saw on their website that the jury members for 2007 awards are announced and RSF's Julien
Pain, who is a great guy but works for a terrible organisation, is on the jury again.

It is unfortunate that Deutche Welle has allowed RSF again to use its jury's and its own credibility for RSF's
clear political agenda. But I don't think there is anything I could do now.

Masih Alinejad has replaced with me as the jury member for Iranian blogs, and even though I have never met

her, I have followed her work and I think she's a great choice. I wish her success and I hope this year, in my
absence, the jury sessions would not be too boring. :)
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I also have to confess that I feel I am gradually getting isolated since I stopped looking at Iran and myself
from the stereotypical Western point of view. It feels great, especially now, after being kicked out by my
hosting company.

Posted by hoder at 11:57 PM | Comments (0) | TrackBack

More silence than sympathy

While almost everyone in the Iranian blogosphere and also the Iran-based or foreign-based Persian media
outlets are dead silent on this unprecedented violation of free speech among Iranian blogs, some principled
individuals have expressed concern in their English language blogs:

Niki Akhavan writes:

Whatever personal or political differences people have with Hossein, it's the responsibility of
those of us who blog in English to expose the repressive and underhanded tactics of Iranians
like Khalaji and the right-wing institutions for which they work. The same people and
institutions that thrust themselves to the frontlines of debates about "democracy in Iran” and
"freedom of expression” are quick to mobilize their financial resources and connections to
muzzle the voice of one person who uses his blog to uncover just a few cogs in the wheels of
what seems like a veritable anti-Iran industry. [...] Hossein Derakhshan is not a threat to
Khalaji or the Washington Institute because of the content of what he said. What he has written
about places like the Washington Institute and the National Endowment for Democracy is
based on information that is widely and publicly available, often from the websites of these
institutions themselves. Hossein's grave sin is that he wrote this material in Persian , and this is
the real danger he poses for the Khalajis and their employers.

Nart Villeneue writes:

The blocking of websites by national filtering systems make content unavailable to those in
such countries, but the deletion of content makes it unavailable to all. The blog of my friend
Hossein was recently shutdown due to legal threats, making it unavailable to all while it was
previously only censored in Iran. Threatening ISPA€™s with 4€cetake down&€L] requests is
one of the most undocumented methods of censoring Internet content. Some sites, such as
ChillingEffects document this to some degree but most cases occur in silence. Since much of it
is related to copyright violations or terrorism few are paying close attention. Libel and
defamation cases are more notable especially the cases in Malaysia and Singapore.

Nima Milaninia writes:

The tollowing assessment by Host Matters is scary. It creates the unfortunate precedent of allowing large
media figures to shut down speech by apparently harassing a web host for a week. Moreover, Hosting
Matters is most likely immune from liability even if Hossein committed defamation. Section 230 of the
Communications Decency Act (CDA) says that 4€ceNo provider or user of an interactive computer service
shall be treated as the publisher or speaker of any information provided by another information content
provider.A€[] This federal law preempts any state laws to the contrary: 8&€ce[n]o cause of action may be
brought and no liability may be imposed under any State or local law that is inconsistent with this
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section.a€] [..]

Underlying these legal arguments, however, is the plain fact that Hosting Mattersa€™ actions are disturbing.
Shutting down a blog and seeking to control its contents, even though it is legally permissible, is not an
action ANY service provider should be committing. Its enough that all bloggers and activists take notice and
petition against their action.

Posted by hoder at 11:57 PM | Comments (0) | TrackBack
August 13, 2007

A threat to all of us

This is an email I just sent to some friends. Feel free to spread the word please and note that this is a threat
to all of us who have a blog or have any presence online.

Dear friends,

While everyone is on holidays, a new blow to online free speech has taken place and I would
like to share it with you and ask for help..

Last Friday, I was kicked out of my hosting company (Florida-based Hosting Matters), as a
result of a legal notice sent by Mehdi Khalaji, an Iranian fellow at a neo-conservative think-tank
(Washington Institute for the Near East Policy with Richard Perle, Paul Wolfowitz and James
Woolsey on its advisory board).

Mhedi Khalaji's lawyer has sent a notice to my hosting company and also my domain registrar,
Go Daddy, asking them to a) remove any 'defamatory’ material about him, b) make me publish
an apology, and ¢) pay $10,000 for the claimed damages

The lawyers claim are based on a mistranslation of a post I had written a few months ago about
Khalaji and his support for a disgusting anti-Iranian campaign

(American Foreign Policy Council) and his counsel to a think-tank with a clear agenda to
overthrow the Iranian government by an economic warfare or a military attack.

The hosting company, clearly intimidated, asked me (documented below) to remove that
specific post and also any material related to Mehdi Khalaji, since they didn't have enough
resources to figure if they were actually defamatory or not.

I removed the mentioned post, but resisted against such strange request to remove anything I
had written, mentioning Mehdi Khalaji.

Then last Friday, I noticed that the hosting company had actually removed, from my web serve

and even my blogging software's database, any post where Mehdi Khalaji was named in
English.
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After threatening me not to disclose what the hosting company did, and after a few email
exchanges, they terminated my account.

I have now migrated to a new hosting company, outside the United States, still struggling to get
my numerous domain names, databases and online applications back and running.

This is a threat to all of us who write anything online these days. If someone could silence
whatever he or she didn't like, even before a court order and based on intimidating hosting and
domain registrar companies and based on mistranslated material, we would all going to be in
big trouble soon.

It's all quite ironic that the way I am treated in the United States (by being kicked out of my
servers) is worse than that in the Islamic Republic of Iran (by filtering my blog and forcing me
to sign apology when I was last in Tehran). Ever more ironic is that a blog I was editing to cover
internet censorship in Iran has also been shut down.

Please feel free to blog this and spread the word any way you can. I'll keep you post about the
new developments by email, and as well on my temporary blog on blogspot

(http://hodertempblog.blogspot.com).

Here are the supporting documents:

1) The initial legal notice from Khalaji's lawyer:
http://hoder.com/weblog/images/khalajithreat.pdf

2) Email exchange with the hosting company led to termination of my accounts:

3) My trouble with Islamic Republic of Iran's authorities:
hitp://www.wired.com/techbiz/media/news/2006/03/70522

Warm regards,

Posted by hoder at 11:57 PM | Comments (0) | TrackBack
August 12, 2007
How Hosting Matters kicked me out: email exchanges

Persian bloggers, even my own (former) friends, can be so nasty.

Some are skeptical if what I say about being kicked out of my previous hosting account in Hosting Matters, as
a result of Mehdi Khalaji's threat of a taking them and me and my domain registrar to court, is actually true.

So even though I guess it might cause some problems later on, I have published the entire email exchange I
had with my hosting company over Mehdi Khalaji's threat. Please take a look and share it with others.

Posted by hoder at 11:59 PM | Comments (0) | TrackBack
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Temporary move to blogspot

The new hosting account I have bought is a bit more sophisticated than the previous one and runs on with
different arrangements. Therefore, I haven't managed to properly install my blogging software (Movable
Type) there yet.

That's why I decided to continue on blogspot for now, until the problem is fixed. So please bear with me.

Posted by hoder at 11:56 PM | Comments (0) | TrackBack
August 11, 2007

The land of liberty -- and lawyers

Last night Hosting Matters abruptly terminated both my accounts on their server, because I noticed they had
removed ANY English post where Mehdi Khalaji was mentioned. Not only from my web directories, but also
from my blogging software database. Then they threatened me not to reveal anything about what they had
done or they would sue me!

Fortunately, I had backed up all my data on both servers. But I'm still frustrated and puzzled at why were
they so scared?

I'm considering taking legal action against Hosting Matters for its unethical conduct that has and is going to
cost me a lot of time and money and energy.

Anyway, I'm now using a new hosting account I have recently bought. But I have to migrate dozens of
domain names, software and plugins, blogs and databases to the new server and this takes a lot of time and

energy -- and also technical expertise which I don't have when it comes to Virtual Private Servers.

So in the past 24 hours I've just managed to setup my email address and my main domain names and a tiny
part of my archive, especially for my Persian blog.

I'm writing these lines using manual HTML coding and I guess I would have to do this until I finish the
migration process, most likely in the next few days.

Let's see what Mehdi Khalaji, the Washington Institute's fellow, is going to do next to silence someone who

.........................................................................................................................................

Here is the backgroud of the story, in case you don't understand what is happening here: Part one, part two

Posted by hoder at 11:38 PM | Comments (0) | TrackBack
August 10, 2007

Hosting Matters, intimidated by Mehdi Khalaji, removes my posts and
kicks me out
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I can't believe this!

Hosting Matters, my hosting company, has removed two of my posts abot Mehdi Khalaji's attempts to shut
down this blog from my movable type database without even letting me know, (Cached versions: here and

They have threatened me to remove anything I've written about Mehdi Khalaji, or they suspend my account.
After objecting to it and telling them that I would consider suing them for violating my rights, they have now
asked me to leave!

I'm beginning to think that this guy is really supported by the people who are on the board of where he works
for, i.e. Richard Perle, Paul Wolfowitz and James Woolsey.

Why does Mehdi Khalaji want no one know about whom he work for?

Posted by hoder at 1:07 AM | Comments (0) | TrackBack
August g, 2007

NIAC endorses AIPAC think-tank's fellow

T understand Trita Parsi's frustration over accusations VOA Persian has raised against him and NIAC in its
usual partial way of journalism. (Read NIAC's response that was never given a voice on VOA Persian. )

But I wonder how can this personal vendetta justify spending NIAC's hardly earned credibility to Mehdi

ATPAC's think-tank), and an associate of Patrick Clawson and Ilan Berman, whom I think all NIAC members
already know about their hardline anti-Iranian stance. ‘

This is just a shame and I think NIAC members and supporters should object to that.

Posted by hoder at 8:12 PM | Comments (0) | TrackBack
August 8, 2007

Press TV's Touria Ghaffari

Brief message to Press TV's editors: Touria Ghaffari is not a qualified presenter and she has visible problems
with English language. Please give her another job.

Posted by hoder at 4:12 PM | Comments (0) | TrackBack
August 2, 2007

Andrew Gilligan on Press TV

Andrew Gilligan is on Press TV now. Watch it live.
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Posted by hoder at 10:35 PM | Comments (0) | TrackBack

Jahanbegloo advocated Rafsanjani in Wilson centre

The other day I asked you to take part in a guessing game, based on some quotes. Now, here is the answer.

The person who, in a speech at Woodrow Wilson's centre in 2003, said those words was Ramin J ahanbegloo,

Jahanbegloo also said in his speech, titled ' Iran: From Political Gridlock to Crisis of Legitimacy' that "[t]
oday, what is certain is that democratic developments in Iraq are taking a slower pace than what was
expected and the Iranian population has no hope of a future American intervention in Iran." (And note,
thanks to my friend Mo, that Jahanbegloo used the word 'hope,' not 'fear’.)

He later went on and and by his three scenarios of a) the centrist Rafsanjani's win b) Revolutionary Guard's
coup and c) wide-spread urban chaos, effectively called the US liberals to stand behind Rafsanjani in the then

forthcoming election, if they didn't want to see those two other scenarios.

This is a further evidence for me about the ties between the neo-liberal regime change plans and Rafsanjanist
reformers.

Posted by hoder at 3:43 PM | Comments (0) | TrackBack
August 1, 2007

Journalists or active members of armed separatist group

Reporters Sans Frontier (RSF) is at it again. (Read what they did before.)

Two individuals (Adnan Hassanpour and Abdolvahed 4€ceHivad€[] Botimar) from a well-known Kurdish
armed separatist group (Pejak), similar to PKK in Turkey, are sentenced to death in Iran, and just because
they have apparently written a few articles in a tiny local newspaper, RSF wants us to believe their verdict is
because of their writings.

er, Saleh Nikbakht, has told a Kurdish newspaper. He has
also added that none of these two men are charged for their civil or journalistic activities. None are heroes
and the people who want to make them look like a martyr have a political agenda.

Then the whole false story appears on the front page of the BBC news and everyone starts talking as if Iran is
going to execute two innocent young men because of their writings.

But the BBC Persian, according to their lawyer, Saleh Nikbakht, gives us some more detail about their initial
charges: Smuggling arms from Iranian army storage outside to the outlawed separatist armed Kurdish
groups, giving information about military compounds to Kurdistan-based armed opposition groups, having
direct contacts with the U.S. State Department's staff, helping two suspects of terrorism in south of Iran
escape to Iraqi Kurdistan. (Although BBC Persian's headline still talks about them as journalists, even though
in the story this is rejected)

http://hoder.com/weblog/archives/2007 08 01 index.html 10/19/2007
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Has the BBC News started to love anything negative about Iran these days so much that they don't even
bother to verify these dodgy reports, coming from these so-called watchdogs? Why haven't they even asked
the Persian service about any of this?

Knowing the fact that RSF's reports are based on the judgement of its only Persian speaker, Reza Moini, who
is himself a well-known victim of the Islamic Republic's crackdown n the leftists/separatists in the early 8os
and has not been back to Iran ever since, should make every impartial journalist doubt about whatever RSF
sends out about Iran.

And then the French Foreign ministry also jumps on the wagon and calls Iran on stopping the execution of
the two ‘journalists'. When was the last time Bernard Kouchner's ministry said a word about executions in
United States, China, Saudi Arabia, and many more countries whose laws still acknowledge the death
punishment.

Posted by hoder at 7:03 PM | Comments (0) | TrackBack

Jan ter Laak and Press Now

When someone is simultaneously involved in human rights-oriented organisations and activities on Cuba,
Russia, and Iran, there is surely something fishy there.

On the board of Press Now, the Amsterdam-based non-profit organisation that has launched and financed
Radio Zamaneh, using a good chunk of the Dutch Foreign Ministry's 'Media Diversity in Iran' funding, there
is someone like the above said.

Jan ter Laak is on the board of directors of Press Now and he has heavily been involved in Iranian human
rights and NGO affairs. A bit of googling never harms:

a) "Jan ter Laak" and Iran
b) "Jan ter Laak"” and Russia
¢) "Jan ter Laak” and Cuba

Posted by hoder at 12:53 PM | Comments (0) | TrackBack
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July 27", 2007
DELIVERED BY COURIER AND BY E MAIL

Hossein Derakhshan
200 Jackson Street West
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada L8P 4R9

-and to -

Hossein Derakhshan
801 Bay Street
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5S 1Y9

-and to -

CoDaddy.com, Inc.

Suite 219

14455 N. Hayden Rd.

Scottsdale, Arizona, U.S.A. 85260

Attention: The President
-and to -

GoDaddy.com, Inc.

Suite 219

14455 N. Hayden Rd.

Scottsdale, Arizona, U.S.A. 85260

Attention: Legal Counsel

-and to -

Hosting Matters, Inc.
Suite 332
1650-302 Margaret Street

Jacksonville, Florida, U.S.A. 32204-3869

Attention: The President

sselznick@casselsbrock.com
tel 416-860-6883

fax 416-642-7147

file # 38341-1

2100 Scotia Plaza, 40 King Street West, Toronto, OM Canada MSH 3C2
tel 416 869 5300 fax 416 360 8877 www.casselsbrock.com
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Dear Sirs/Mesdames:

Re:
- Clams by Mohammed Mehdi Khalaji against
Hossein Derakhshan, GoDaddy.com, Inc. and Hosting Matters, Inc.

Domain: www.hoder.com
and related webblog at http://hoder.com/weblog/
Registrant: Hossein Derakhshan
Name Server: NS 3.HMDNSGROUP.com
Name Server: NS 4. HMDNSGROUP.com

We have been retained by Mohammed Mehdi Khalaji in connection with his claims
against Hossein Derakhshan, the registrant of the domain addresses www.hoder.com
and www.hoder.com/weblog (the “Websites”) for which GoDaddy.com, Inc. and Hosting
Matters, Inc. serve as Registrars and webhosts, and materials published thereon.
There may be other websites that you register or host that mirror or automatically refer

to the Websites, and this letter should be construed as applying to those websites as
well.

As GoDaddy.com, Inc. and Hosting Matters, Inc. serve as Registrars of these domain
names and host the Websites, they are implicated in the activities conducted at the
Websites, and our client's claims extend to GoDaddy.com, Inc. and Hosting Matters,
Inc. as well. Both GoDaddy.com, Inc. and Hosting Matters, Inc. are vicariously liable for
the defamatory and other activities conducted through at the Websites that they host
and service.

Without prejudice to our client's rights to advance further or other claims, our client
takes particular objection to weblog content written and published by Hossein
Derakhshan over the Websites that defame our client and are intended to incite
violence and retribution against our client and those of his family members who still live
in lran.  There are a number of defamatory statements contained on the Websites for
which Hossein Derakhshan clams authorship, which amount to very serious libels upon
our client. Specifically, we attach excerpts from a certified translation into English of the
corresponding original Farsi text of excerpts from the Websites, noting the particularly
egregious libels.

These defamatory statements by Hossein Derakhshan directly and by innuendo:
(a) state falsely that our client is a traitor to the government and people of Iran:

(b) state falsely that our client has worked for U.S. Vice-President Cheney’s office, and
by innuendo is a dupe or puppet of the U.S. government;
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(c) state falsely that our client has counselled the Vice-President of the United States of
America to bomb our client’s former offices in Iran;

(d) state falsely that our client has counselled the Vice-President of the United States. of
America to bomb thousands of men, women and children,

(e) state falsely that our client counsels enemies of Iran and of humanity;

(f) incites others to follow the defamer Hossein Derakhshan's lead by spiting in our
client’s face;

(g) state falsely that our client holds and publicizes the belief that political change is not
possible from within lran;

(h) state falsely that our client struggles to converse and express himself in the English
language;

(i) state falsely that our client counsels the government of the United States of America
to chose military action and economic sanctions against Iran, over and instead of
diplomatic talks;

() state falsely that our client's academic research papers are in reality thinly veiled
instruction manuals on how to locate and attack the weaknesses of the legitimate
government of Iran;

(k) state falsely that our client is a proponent of, and openly supports, civil unrest,
revolution and a regime change in Iran through the use of the military, and violence if
necessary; and

(I) clearly evidence a personal vendetta being waged by Hossein Derakhshan against
our client, under the guise of alleged “commentary”.

While knowledge or mindful intention is not necessary in Canada to found an action in
tort for defamation, it is clear that Hossein Derakhshan has made and repeats these
defamatory allegation on the Websites with the clear intention of jeopardizing our
client’s life and personal safety, and the lives and personal safety of those of our client's
family members still in Iran. In fact, in consequence of these defamatory statements
that each of you have published on the Websites, our client has received threats on his
life and upon the lives of his family members, by persons purporting to be
instrumentalities of the Iranian government.

In addition to being blatantly defamatory, these offensive comments which you host are
vulgar, racist, hateful, condone and incite racism, violence, the violent overthrow of a
government and other unlawful activity. As such they fall well within the take down
provisions of the agreement that each of GoDaddy.com, Inc. and Hosting Matters, Inc.
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publish on their respective websites as governing the terms of their hosting
arrangements with Hossein Derakhshan. These offensive comments for which you are
each vicariously liable also interfere with our client's legitimate economic relations with
third parties.

Please be advised that our client will be seeking general damages, special damages,
punitive damages, aggravated damages, interest and costs arising from your activities.
Accordingly, we are affording you an opportunity to assist in the mitigation of our client's
claims against each of you:

(a) by taking down and removing the offensive weblog materials and undertaking, in
unequivocal terms, not to re-post or further publish them:;

(b) by preparing and submitting to our office, for our client’s review and approval, a draft
of a clear and unequivocal letter of contrition, apology and retraction for ultimate
publication in final approved form on the home page of the Websites and elsewhere
as our client might desire in his discretion; and

(c) by payment to our client of the sum of $10,000 U.S. toward the cost of his
investigation and remediation of your defamatory and other improper acts.

We would ask that you provide us with your confirmation and undertaking that you will
effect the action requested in partial mitigation of our client's claims, no later than
August 5", 2007. We also ask that you provide us with any information in your
possession or under your control that indicates the Internet protocol addresses of web
browsers that have accessed any of the Websites since their inception.

As you can appreciate, our client reserves the right to take steps before the August 5",
2007 date if he determines the need to take additional steps to protect his interests
before that time. Without prejudice to our client’s rights to assert a mindful intention on
your part prior to the date of this letter, you should know that your failure to provide,
carry through with and observe the confirmation and undertaking that we request will be
construed by our client as wilful and mindful conduct on your part from the date of this
letter forward.

We look forward to hearing from you and would ask that you govern yourself
accordingly.
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Yours truly,
CASSE ROCK & BLACKWELL LLP
Per:
/
Stephen | Selzmc e

SIS:ss: encll
cc.  Mohammed Mehdi Khalaj /

The undersigned, in counterparts, hereby confirm and undertake as provided in the
foregoing letter, this day of , 2007.

GoDaddy.com, Inc.
Per:

Authorized Signing Officer

Name:

(Please Print)
Position:

(Please Print)

Hosting Matters, Inc.
Per:

Authorized Signing Officer

Name:
(Please Print)
Position:
(Please Print)
Hossein Derakhshan Signature of Witness to Derakhshan

Name:

(Please Print)
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This is Google’s cache of http://i.hoder.com/indexfull.xml as retrieved on Mar 28, 2007 22:24:08 GMT.
Google’s cache is the snapshot that we took of the page as we crawled the web.

The page may have changed since that time. Click here for the current page without highlighting.

This cached page may reference images which are no longer available. Click here for the cached text only.
To link to or bookmark this page, use the following url: hitp://www.google.com/search?
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Google is neither affiliated with the authors of this page nor responsible for its content.
These search terms have been highlighted: Mehdi Khalaji

http://i.holder.com. This is a Persian (Farsi) weblog, written by Hossein Derakhshan (aka,

Hoder), an Iranian Multimedia designer and a journalist who has lived in Toronto since Dec
2000. He also keeps an English weblog with the same name. en-us hoder@hoder.com 2007-03-

28T14:32:09+01:00 hourly, 2000-01-01T12:00+00:00 http:/news.bbe.co.uk/2/hi/europe/65-

1997.stm- This

15897 kkkkkkk @http://i.hoder.com/world 2007-03-28T

14:32:09+01:00
http://www.mideastjustice.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=55
15896@http://i.hoder.com/events 2007-03-28T13:23:04+01:00 http://sobhaneh.org
15170@http:/vagrantly.com ads03 2006-04-12T19:43:26+01:00
http://i.hoder.com/archives/2007/03/070328_015899.shtml

Mehdi Khalaji is the only Irifiian who has worked for bothK hamierier’s office and Dick

Cheney’s, who interids to:bormb Khalaji's formier office buildi ‘pluas theusands:

women and childrenliving in'the surrounding aréa. -

Some time ago, AFPC (US Foreign Policy Centre), a right-wing firm with a close

relationship with Israel, through its one-day convention regarding the “Iran’s threat”

3

launched its one-week-long propaganda campaign, thus frightening people in the US
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shout the growing threat of Iran. These thirty-second advertisements were broadcast
the CNN, SNBC, Headline News and Fox News channels. (See one of the thirty-sec

anti-Iranian videos.)

At the conference (represented in the form of a new program as “F reedom of Iran”),
Mehdi Khalaji along with Ilan Berman, Patrick Clawson, James Woolsey and a few
others, gave lectures on the growing threat of Islamic Republic of Iran and the roots

the regime. (See the complete videos of the speeches.)

Mehdi‘Khalaji, while struggling to réad the Bnglishitr:

explain the reason why political changes were not possible from inside Tran and, as -
result [in order to-eliminate “the growing threat of Iranians against world:peace”]; v

the US must choose either military actien or-economic sanctions, instead of holding

[ don’t know what you would Tike to call Mr. Khalaji’s informed help; giving ideas
cruelest and dirtiest enemies of Tran and humanity: But T do know that ifTrun into

one day, instead of saying hello, T-will spit in his face.

11> 1589%http://i.hoder.com iran-soc&pol 2007-03-28122:08:02+01:00
http://i.hoder.com/archives/2007/03/07 0327_015895.shtml - In the comment sectic
someone in the past stated that I had become a strong critic of the US, since [ had
difficulty staying in New York as planned in September 2005, when the American

officers at the border on the Peace Bridge, near Buffalo (I know the pronunciation

All Languages Ltd®
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down, and then vice versa. One is “regime change” or destroy Iran, which has two
branches; one supports military action, or the “velvet revolution” or civilian resistance
(which is Iool;éd after by Ganji with complete stupidity), or social changes. There is also
another policy, which is moderation of the behaviour of the Iranian regime through
increased interaction, mutual talks and economic relationships.

Just be aware that “regime change” or destroying the regime is a term with a specific
meaning that is different from its literal meaning, which is a complete change of

government. I will write about this later.

It is obvious which of all of these American and Buropean think-tanks and academic and
semi-academic organizations working on Iran follow what specific policy. But it is

interesting to know that almost all Iranians who have recently gone to the US have joined

one of the centres that follow the “regime change” line of thought.

For example, the‘Washington Institute: ‘where Mehdi Khalaji and Sazgara workior‘have

worked, openly supports the “iégiime change” policy, even through military action. (Ju

imagine that Méehdi Khalaji ‘fas ‘worked for both'the “Eritekhab™ newspaper conitected to

Khamenei and the institute’ {iat intefids to boribhis former office.” Vhat a

moral system.)

Or, for example, some of the former members of the Tahkim Vahdati group, including

Afshari and Atri and many of the younger ones, have joined the Human Rights

All Languages Ltd®
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«  Statistics as the world’s blogs for each country / Iranian blogs are estimated to total

around 700,000

= Omid Memarian receiving an award from Human Rights Watch / T hope this news
will not cause a problem for his family. Perhaps it would be a good idea if he

condemns it in his blog,

«  Ahmadinejad: Israel is an insult to human dignity and must be wiped off the map /

Someone’s got to stop this stupid person!

Oct. 26, 2005

Oct. 25, 2005
= An Arabic television channel is being developed by the BBC/ In 2007 it will

broadcast 12 hours of publicly funded programming a day. 10 European language

services will be eliminated.

«  “Human Sciences”, “Reading in English” means what?; Khorshid Khanoom / She is

actually right. If you want to learn, you have to read it.

http://i.hoder.com/linkdooni/2005 10.html] 4/2/2007
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That is the reason I convict Shirin Ebadi for her works after being awarded the Nobel
Prize, because her works are narrative colonial paradigm. I have the same opinion
towards Mehrangiz Carr, Azar Nafisi, Akbar Gnji, Ramin Jahanbegloo, Ahmad Batabi,
Ali Afshari, Hossein Bastani and many more. I am not saying they are betrayers, because

their benefit to colonial power is indirect and probably without their knowledge. But.

people like Reza Pahlavi, Mohsen Sazgara, Mehdi Khalaji and Abass Fakh

avar, who'
provide services to colonial power directly dnd knowingly, are convicted, and the Tslamic

Republic can exerciseits right to-convict and punish them someday.-As much as the US

can reward them for their services. -

But there are many other critics of the Islamic Republic and political activists whose
narratives, either informed, or non-informed, even under the strong pressure of the
structuralist wing of the government, are post-colonial paradigm. There are not too many
out of Iran, but out of those in Iran, I can mention the names of Shadi Sadr and Emad

Baghi.

I will write more about Shadi Sadr and the importance of her existence later, but she
works as hard in the area of women’s rights as the other women who call their activities a
secular movement, and she also tolerates lots of pressure. However, contrary to the

movement considered as “secular,” her activities are based on a post-colonial paradigm.

For this reason, ordinary people from Iran benefit from her activities more than they

would from someone like Mehrangiz Carr, whose activities after leaving Iran benefit
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Saturday, August 11, 2007 .
Email exchange with Hosting Matters Blog Archive
¥ 2007 (2)
Some are skeptical if what I say about being kicked out of my Y August (2)
previous hosting account in Hosting Matters, as a result of Mehdi 9
Khalaji's threat of a taking them and me and my domain registrar to Email exchange wil

court, is actually true. Hosting Matters

Last night Hosting

So even though I guess it might cause some problems later on, 1

have published the entire email exchange I had with my hosting abruptly termina
company over Mehdi Khalaji's threat. Please take a look and share it
with others.

03 August 2007 22:42

From: Accounts and Billing - Hosting Matters, Inc.
Reply-To: "Accounts and Billing - Hosting Matters, Inc."
To: Hossein Derakhshan

After discussions with our attorney regarding the complaint filed by Mehdi
Khalaji, a review of the material in question, and a review of applicable US
and Canadian law as it relates to material of the sort posted to your site

and listed in the complaint, we are requesting that you remove the
references to this person as noted below from your site. As you are no doubt
aware, we do not issue such requests lightly - in fact, we would hope that
such requests would never, under any circumstance, be necessary at all. In
this case, however, given the differences in US and Canadian law regarding
posting of material that is alleged to be defamatory in nature, and
specifically regarding the material and commentary you have posted, we have
found that the material and commentary fall into a grey area regarding the
allegations made by the complainant. The most prudent course of action,
whether the allegations of defamation are valid or not in this instance, is

to remove the material from the site. Obviously, we have no desire to stifle
anyone's rights to voice their opinions, nor are we particuarly interested

in the political or social views they may express so long as those
expressions do not violate any statute or our acceptable use policy. That
desire must be balanced, however, by the review of content that we are
required to undertake when a complaint is generated about that content and
any action we find we must take as required or advised.

We have advised the complainant, through their representative, that the
material will be removed no later than 12:01 AM Eastern US time, August 5,
2007. If we find the material remains on the site at that time, we will

either remove the material ourselves or deactivate the site pending the
removal of said material, at our discretion. We would prefer to take neither
of these actions, so please ensure that the material is in fact removed. We
would also caution you regarding any public statements you may feel
compelled to make regarding the removal of said material, specifically as it
regards our communications to you requesting its removal or our actions in
this matter. We would also caution you regarding any public statements you

httn://hodertemn. blogsnot.com/2007/08/acconnts-and-hillino-hastine-matters html 10/19/2007
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feel compelled to make regarding the individual in question.

Material to be removed:

Archived item: http://i.hOder.com/archives/2007/03/070329_015899.shtml
Linked/archived item: http://i.hoder.com/linkdooni/2005_10.html

Other content where personal commentary is offered on the individual in
guestion

If you have any questions regarding this notice, please contact support.
Regards,
Annette

Hosting Matters, Inc.
http://www.hostingmatters.com

04 August 2007 00:26
From: Accounts and Billing - Hosting Matters, Inc.
Reply-To: "Accounts and Billing - Hosting Matters, Inc."”

Pursuant to our previous notice, please understand that we are requesting
that you puil down all reference to Mr. Khalaji in any language in which it
is posted. Additionally, you are advised that if this is not accomplished

by the time set forth in our previous letter, our attorney has advised that
we remove your entire site (in all languages) since we are not able to
translate any foreign languages. As noted before, we would prefer not to
have to take such drastic action, so please ensure that any and all
references are removed.

Regards,
Annette

Hosting Matters, Inc.
http://www.hostingmatters.com

]
il

04 August 2007 11:31
From: Hossein Derakhshan
To: "Accounts and Billing - Hosting Matters, Inc."

From the material you've asked to be removed, I should let you know that
http://i.hOder.com/archives/2007/03/070329_015899.shtm!

and

http://i.hoder.com/linkdooni/2005_10.html

are not hosted on your server. That two were the main basis of the complain.

I won't remove ALL other references to him, unless I receive
complains. It would be a clear violation of my right for free speech
to remove them just because you can't read them.

09 August 2007 21:23

From: Accounts and Billing - Hosting Matters, Inc.
Reply-To: "Accounts and Billing - Hosting Matters, Inc."
To: Hossein Derakhshan

Cc: Hossein Derakhshan

http://hodertemp.blogspot.com/2007/08/accounts-and-billing-hosting-matters.html 10/19/2007
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Please remove the latest post you have made referencing Mehdi Khalaji. This
person continues to insist that everything and anything you post about him
is defamatory. While we do not agree with the assessment as it relates to
the latest post you have made, we do not have the time, interest, or
resources to invest in continually dealing with his complaints and to review
your site. Please remove that post and refrain from mentioning this person
in any form on the site you host within this network. The post needs to be
removed immediately and the entire site rebuilt so that no references remain
in any archives or category listings. In addition, any other references you
have to this individual are to be removed. Whether you archive them or not
is entirely up to you. Such postings cannot, however, remain within this
network.

Regards,
Annette

Hosting Matters, Inc.
http://www.hostingmatters.com

09 August 2007 21:34

From: Accounts and Billing - Hosting Matters, Inc.
Reply-To: "Accounts and Billing - Hosting Matters, Inc."
To: Hossein Derakhshan

Cc: Hossein Derakhshan

Also, as an addendum to the below: this content must be removed no later
than midnight tonight. If the content is not removed and the site rebuilt to
ensure no references remain in any archive or category, the site will be
suspended. We do not take this action lightly, as we have previously noted.
However, we also will not allow ourselves to be dragged into whatever battle
is going on between the two of you, as all of this is taking away time and
energy that should be spent addressing the needs of all clients and
maintaining the service here.

il
il

09 August 2007 21:46
From: Hossein Derakhshan
To: "Accounts and Billing - Hosting Matters, Inc.”

I need to consult my lawyer and he comes back tomorrow from hollidays.
I request the deadline to be extended another 24 hours until tomorrow (10 Aug) at
mid-night (EST.)

il
i

09 August 2007 21:53

From: Annette

Reply-To: billing@hostmatters.com
To: Hossein Derakhshan

The deadline remains tonight. What issues you take up with your attorney as far as
potentially pursuing action against this person for any cause, such as (for example)
barratry and/or harassment, is not relevant to the content posted here and which
must be removed. We will not engage ourselves in the issues that the two of you
have between you. If for some reason you take action against this person and are
successful in that action, we will reconsider the ban on posting of anything related to
him within this network - however, at this point, due to the time, energy, and monies
we have already spent on this issue, we are not inclined to reverse that prohibition at
this time. We do not involve ourselves in personal battles between two parties, nor
will we permit our resources to be utilized in such battles to the detriment of other
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clients within this network.
Regards,

Annette
Hosting Matters, Inc.
http://www.hostingmatters.com

fl
il

09 August 2007 22:01
From: Hossein Derakhshan
To: billing@hostmatters.com

No, I'm considering to sue YOU for violating my free speech, just
because of someone's hollow threats.

il
]

09 August 2007 22:15

From: Annette

Reply-To: billing@hostmatters.com
To: Hossein Derakhshan

I have spent a week of time, money, and energy now trying to figure out a way to
keep the content up, arguing with my own attorney who suggested just terminating
your account, to get these people to go away, and this is what we get. You take zero
responsibility for anything you've done, and it's all our fault because you - a
nonlawyer, unversed in defamation and libel law - have deemed this legal

situation "hollow" without spending a dime and certainly without covering any of the
costs we have incurred trying to defend that very "free speech" you reference. I see.
In addition, for your edification, WE are under no obligation to allow you to post
anything of any sort. Free speech applies to governmental interference with speech,
not to private companies.

Go right ahead and consult with any attorney you like, and they'll explain the facts of
life to you. In the meantime, since you seem to think we should be spending many
thousands of dollars to defend your ability to say whatever you like - including
content that very likely would be found to be defamatory, under the laws of both
Canada and the US - and since you seem to think we should spend an inordinate
amount of resources to do this to the detriment of every other client within this
network, it is clear that we are not the host for you. We expect that you will have all
of your material moved to another host no later than Saturday at 10 PM Eastern US
time.

Regards,

Annette
Hosting Matters, Inc.
http://www.hostingmatters.com

09 August 2007 23:49
From: Hossein Derakhshan
To: billing@hostmatters.com

Have you removed anything from my database already?!?!

1
i

10 August 2007 00:00

From: Annette

Reply-To: billing@hostmatters.com
To: Hossein Derakhshan
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We clearly informed you previously that you were to remove all references to this
person from the site or we would remove it for you. That is precisely what we did, as
you failed to remove references to him from your site. The other option was to
suspend the site. Believing you to be a reasonable person, we did not take that
action. Given your conduct now, after everything we have done for you over time, we
should have simply suspended the site instead.

I will also guarantee you of this: unlike this person with whom you have this running
battles whose threats you deem "hollow", we will make no threats should we find you
engaging in any libel or slander of our service and/or actions. We will simply
appropriately engage legal proceedings. At that point, everything that has been done
for you to this point, including the provisioning of a server at what amounts to about
$10 per month, will be made public record, along with the issues you created here
and the expenses we incurred as a result of your behavior. I doubt that these items
will reflect well for you in such a case, since the factual nature of any claims we make
will be quite clear.

This is the last response you will receive from us unless it involves some technical
issue you are having moving your sites elsewhere. On Saturday at 10 PM Eastern, the
sites owned by you will be terminated from this network. No backups will be retained,
so you are to ensure that whatever content you need is content that you retrieve.
Regards,

Annette
Hosting Matters, Inc.
http://www.hostingmatters.com

]
H

10 August 2007 00:21

From: Hossein Derakhshan

To: billing@hostmatters.com

I think you for all you help and service you have given me in the past
few years. But you are just giving in to some warmongers here.

This guy is working for the Israeli-lobby's think-tank where Richard
Perle and Paul Wolfowitz serve on its board. If saying this is libel
then I think there is something wrong with you.

You are kicking me out just because you are bullied. I understand
this, but I also learnt what does free speech mean in the United
States.

10 August 2007 00:35

From: Annette

Reply-To: billing@hostmatters.com
To: Hossein Derakhshan

You have clearly failed to grasp the nature of their complaint and the specified
content and just as clearly failed to understand why you are being informed to seek
hosting elsewhere - it is certainly not because we are being "bullied" in any way, nor
are we supporting "warmongers". Rather, your failure to abide by the terms of our
acceptable use policy regarding defamatory or libelous material, plus your absurd
conduct in this matter, have resulted in your removal from this service. You have also
not learned anything about free speech in the US, since, once again, we are NOT a
governmental agency and not required to allow you to say anything at all within this
network if we choose not to.

If we find a single one of these types of claims, or any other that we deem factually
incorrect, in any public arena or disseminated to any third party, our attorney will be
directed to immediately draw up papers for service. As there is no possible way for
you to show that any of your petulant comments have any shred of fact in them,
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there is no doubt whatsoever that we would prevail in such a case. We would also
seek the full extent of damages available to us, including punitive damages.

Ticket closed. We will not continue to address this issue with you, since you fail to
even remotely understand the nature and consequences of your actions, or take any
responsibility for them.

All techs: do not respond to any ticket of any sort like this from this user. Tickets of
this nature are to be closed without response. Technical issues only. Saturday, 10 PM
Eastern is the deadline.

Regards,

Annette
Hosting Matters, Inc.
http://www.hostingmatters.com

i
i

10 August 2007 00:39
From: Hossein Derakhshan
To: billing@hostmatters.com

My posts were not defamatory and this is precisely their lawyers said.
If they were defamatory, instead of their lawyer threatening you,
you'd have received a note from a court.

You are going to pay a price for this. I'm telling you. It would
damage your image.

il
1l

10 August 2007 01:16

From: Annette

Reply-To: billing@hostmatters.com
To: Hossein Derakhshan

If we receive another nonsensical reply like this, your account will be terminated
immediately, with no further notice. If we see any nonsensical claims by you
regarding our service or actions, your account will be terminated immediately, and
without notice, as well as the appropriate legal options taken. I am not kidding about
any of this, and I'm not going to debate this any further with you since you are not a
lawyer and have no grasp of what you're talking about - not to mention the slack
we've cut for you over time, over and over again, with no thanks whatsoever from
you. Get your content moved eisewhere by the deadline. Your failure to do so will be
your responsibility and your failure alone.

Regards,

Annette
Hosting Matters, Inc.
http://www.hostingmatters.com

i
1]

10 August 2007 01:19
From: Hossein Derakhshan
To: billing@hostmatters.com

I am moving my stuff already. And i want the rest of my money back, by the way.

10 August 2007 01:30

From: Annette
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Reply-To: billing@hostmatters.com
To: Hossein Derakhshan

We are not in the habit of keeping monies for service that is unused. However, you
have no refunds due, and in fact you owe funds to us, as you have failed to pay the
open invoice from MAY for hoder.info - ancther site we should clearly have
suspended, given your behavior, this time for nonpayment, but left up as a courtesy.
The remaining 14 days on the contract for hoder.com will be applied to that invoice.
The remainder of that invoice, from June 1 to this Saturday when the site is
terminated, is being written off, since clearly you do not intend to pay the invoice,
considering the length of time it has been open. It will simply be added to our list of
nonpavyers as well as retained in the file we have started related to you and your
account in the event it is necessary for anyone to have that information.

Regards,

Annette
Hosting Matters, Inc.
http://www.hostingmatters.com

it
H

10 August 2007 01:37
From: Hossein Derakhshan
To: billing@hostmatters.com

Come on! Don't remind about your courtesy! I have seen my website has
been suspended several times after the payment was overdue. Clearly
this has been a technical problem. Please stop playing like the
responsible client-centered hosting company, now that you have kicked
me out like this!

You are going to get a lot of heat form bloggers for doing this to me.
Wait and see.

Especially because of going to my database and remove anything you
wanted! Well, that's really new to me! Even in North Koreas, i guess,
they don't do that.

il
i

10 August 2007 01:42

From: Annette

Reply-To: billing@hostmatters.com
To: Hossein Derakhshan

Accounts terminated.
Regards,

Annette
Hosting Matters, Inc.
http://www.hostingmatters.com

6 comments:

Isama said...
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"I'm considering to sue YOU for violating my free speech, just
because of someone's hollow threats."!!

Since when you are standing up for free speech?! YOU, fucking
hypocrite.

August 11, 2007 7:19. PM

Isama said...

This post has been removed by the author.
August 11, 2007 7:20 PM

Saber said...

I am really happy that they shut you down! you fucking freak came
to this country from a shitshole and you want to teach them about
free speech? F*** you! If fact, if I were them, I will not only shut
your website down but I will also put you on a boat and send you
back to where the hell you came from in first place. You dirty
maggot think you can do anything you want? I am very sorry for
that lady who spent all her time replying to your stupid emails!

August 13, 2007 8:25 AM

Asad said...

That wasn't the smartest way to go about moving your stuff, I
suggest a decent hosting service in Canada or if you are really
serious bullet proof hosting in china. just google bullet proof hosting
and you'll find a bunch.

Auyaust 13, 2007 1:19 PM

PersianCowboy said...

This really sucks. I had a similar issue and problem with a Texas
appeals court judge who didn't like the fact that I made posts about
her ownership of a strip club in Dallas. It is very hard to win a
defamation case in US unless they can clearly proof that you lied
intentionally in your blog about him which I don't think is the case.

I will email your hosting company. Please let me know if I can be of
any support.

August 13, 2007 5:00 PM

Mohammad said...

Perhaps there is a lesson here for you and all of us. We should keep
our cool in all situations and do not try to use threats without
knowing the law. Annette is either a lawyer herself or she has
consulted a lawyer. She's been very careful throughout not to use
even one single word that might be used against her organization.
On the other hand, it seems to me instead of actually consulting a
lawyer, you decided to act like a bully. Well, it does not work in
these situations. I'm pretty sure the outcome would have been
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different if you didn’t take this matter so lightly and tried to work
with these people. But again I'm not a lawyer.

August 17, 2007 4:26 AM
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