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SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
ERIE COUNTY

CHRIf—‘;';:(_I;.E'HEE; ALF, PreTmme e X
Plaintiff,
Y.
THE BUFFALO NEWS, INC,,
Defendant,
T X

Index No.

COMPLAINT

Plaintiff Christopher I. Alf, by his attorneys Carter Ledyard & Milburn LIP and

1Haffis Beach PLLC;, for his:Complainl herein, alleges:

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT

1. . Thisis an action for defamation based on five falsc and very damaging

articles about plaintiff, Christopher J. Alf, the fc)undef, sole shareholder and former

President and Chief Executive Officer of National Air Cargo, Inc. (*NAC"), located in

Orchard Park, Now York. All five articles were on ginally published by defendant The

Buffalo News, Inc. (“TBN”) and, upon information and belief, defamatory elements

thereof were republished by other media and mdividuals. The arlicles were entitled:

“Oyrchard Park Company Admits to Cheating US military” (published on October 26,

2007) (the “October 26, 2007 Article”); “Collins raps rival over Alf donation” {(published

on October 27, 2007) (the “October 27, 2007 Article™); “Cargo company keeps defense

contract” (published on November 1, 2007) (the “November 1, 2007 Article™);

“Taxpayers are cheated” (published on November 8, 2007) (the “November 8, 2007
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Atticle™): and “Judge delays sentencing in cargo case” (published on March 5, 2008) (the
“March 5, 2008 Article™). The Defamatory Articles were written by TBN's reporlers

Dran Herbeck and Michael Beebe,

2. A true, correct and complete copy of the October 26, 2007 Article 1s
attached hereto as Exhibit A. A trag, correct and complete copy of the October 27, 2007
Article is attached hereto as Exhibit B. A true, correct and complete copy of the
November 1, 2007 Article is attached hereto as Exhibit C. A true, correct and complete
copy of the November 8, 2007 Article is attached hereto as Exhibit D. A true, correct and
complete.copy of the March 5, 2008 Article is attached hereto as Exhibit E.

3. The Defamatory Articles include many false and defamatory stalernents
and 'implications.abopl Plaintiff Alf (hereinafter “‘Alf’)“relativc to‘tl'lle settlement of a
cpmp]el:c c:ohtract‘,-dispute between him, as sole oWner aﬁd-‘CED of NA.C,', and vanious
| -éovémﬁ ent a.gcncies regarding NACs compliance with transport -rcgulati;ms associated
with air freight forwarder shipping and bil]ingprgtqcol, and an associatéd but éepé.rate
agrecment by NAC to enter a plea of guilty to a single count in an Information filed by
the United States Attomcy in federal district court in Buffalo, New York. These Articles
have defamed Al in his individual character and as an honest business professional and
have thereby severely damaged his personal and business reputations as weil as reduced
by many miltions of dollars NAC’s value as a company solely owned by, and closely
identified with, AT,

4, Alf began his profcssional carecr in 1987 as g salesman for a freight

forwarding company. In 1990, he founded National Air Cargo, Inc.. He is now forty-

three years of age and has not yet achieved the peak of his earning potential.
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5. From [990 to 2008, Alf was the President and Chiel Executive Officer ol
NAC. Under his leadership, NAC’s business expanded at an astounding 30% per year.
In 2003, NAC was presented with the Surface Deployment and Distribution Commiand
Quality Award for owtstanding service to the Department of Defense (“DoD™). By 2007,
Alf, as CEO, had positioned NAC to be the primary carrier for delivering U.S. military

cargo intcrnationally into both current overseas conflicts, moving on average over

375,000 pounds of carpo per day.

6. Alf's duties and responsibilities as President and CEO of NAC were to
interact with key customers and govemment officials, hire and coordinate stateside and
overseas managerial and other parsnnnel, engage n strategic planning, and provide the
. overall visipn for a global company with nearly 400 employees. As such, his personal
identity and -reputatioh were incxtn’cubly‘ identified ‘Wi‘th NAC ‘in‘ the minds of the gcncral
"public; and_pérticulafiy with those who worked in.or utilized the national and
interational transportation and freight forwarding iﬁduétries.

7. The Defamatory Articles at issue here bear no resemblance to the aclual
facts about Alf’s and NAC’s activitics as they relate to cither the DoD shipping and
billing protocols for air freight forwarders or the plea agreement,

g, On information and belief, TBN's reporters and editors disregarded those
individuals who could have provided useful and, more important, truthful information
about the more than six year old dispute between Alf, NAC and the federal government.
Many clements of the Articles are outright falsehoods recklessly fabricated by TBN's
reporters Lo fit a sensationalized and grossiy exapperated storyline. TBN repeatediy

reported as facts criminal charges that were never brought, admissions of guilt by NAC
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that were never made, and criminal fines that were never levied. Had TBN’s reporters
and cditors cxercised even a modicum of journalistic dili gence, they would have been
aware that the Defamatory Articles they were preparing and planning to publish
contained multiple statcments that were groundless and completely contrary to the facts.
Instead, TBN published unproven allegations as fact and relicd on the assertions of
unnamed sources to create a tale of a massive scheme orchestrated by Alf to defraund the
United States Government, and thus satisfied the desire of its reporters and editors for a
scnsational article about an enormously sucecssful local business. In short, TBN acled
with comﬁletc and reckless distegard for the evident falsity of the Articles and their
capacity to damage Alf's reputation and destroy the valuc of the company whose name
and identity were synonymous with his own.

-9, ‘ThE: basic factual premises of-:the Defamatory Articles - that Alf, both
indi\?idually and .tlhrough‘ his solely owned corporation N'AC (i) repéatedly and
fraudulently uvcrchérgcd the government for military GArgo dcli\}cries, (i) admitted to
such overcharging and (iii) violated the Falsc Claims Act - are uiterly falsc and
defamatory. Neither Alf nor NAC overcharged the government for military cargo
shipments or admitted to such overcharging, and ncither Alf nor NAC has ever been
found 1o have violated the False Claims Act.

THE PARTIES
10.  Plaintiff Christopher J. Alf (*Alf”) is a resident of Boca Raton, Florida,
He is the sole sharehoider of Natjonal Air Carge Holdings, Inc., which in turn wholly

owns NAC Inc., and was the President and Chicf Executive Officer of NAC from its

founding until 2008,
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11, Deflendant The Buffalo News, Inc. (“TBN7) is a New York comporation.
lts principal cxecutive and editorial office is localed, and its operations are conducied
from, One News Plaza, Buffalo, New York in Enie County.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

12. The Defamatory Articles purport (o discuss Alf's actions as they relale to a
civil settlement of claims by the Unitced States incorporated 1n @ plea agreement
negotiated with the United States Attorney for the Western District of New York (LS.
Attorney™); included were a settlement with the U.S. government of a qui tam civil action
by a former NAC employee, and a forfeiture claim by the United States. The plca
agreement (“October 25, 2007 Apreement”) included a guilty plea by NAC to a single
count in an Information which charged that a false statement was madc in 2 proof of
delivery sent to a govemmcntageﬁcy on March ‘19,' 2001, The qui tam scttlement, in an
amendcd plea agreemeﬁt, (“March 12, 2008 Scttlement™) resolved so-called “whistle
blower” allegations relating 1o NAC’s compliance with shipping regulations as they
apply to air fretght forwarders and data cﬁtry in the DoD’s transaction and payment
tracking software.

13. In November 2001 Mark Ochm, a customer service manager at NAC, was
fired. Within a few months a disgruntled Mr. Ochm began meeting with the Defense
Criminal Investipative Service (“DCIS™), relaying a serics of allcgations against Alf and
NAC relating to shipping and biJling practices. In November 2003 the U.S. Attorney’s
Office entered into negotiations with NAC to resolve questions relating 1o NAC's
shipping and billing practices. In 2005, Oebhm filed the qui tam action which was

immediately sealed by the government but became part of the negotiations.
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14, The shipping and billing 1ssues raisud by the government and the qui tam
claim both involved conflicting regulations dictating the mode of cargo delivery and
payment for carriage, The vast majority of those claims concerned whal came to be
known as the “air- truck” and “late delivery” issues. In that regard, the 1.8, Attorncy
took the position that air freight forwarders, including NAC, are requircd to transport
cargo by air for at least some part of the shipment and that NAC had to charge for
services performed rather than services requested on the Bill of Lading. NAC
maintained, and has maintained throughout the dispute, that air freight forwarders are
allowed to use both motor and air carriers and are compelled by regulation to bil] for
services requested on the Bill of Lading and cannot voluntarily rebate any monies
without a claim.

15.  The DoD’s Military Traffic 'MaﬁagmnentCommand'(“MTMC”) “Basic
Agrecment” with the transportation industry (6'1 Fed. Rep. 49062; 32 CFR §619.8)
allows NAC to transport cargo by either motor or air carrier (the modc-neutral épproac:h)
as it determines to provide timely delivery. In contrast, the Air Mobility Command
Freight Traffic Rules Publication No. 5 (“AFTRP No. 57), which only regulates
shipinents which begin and cnd in the continental United Statcs, stales that shipments
tendered for air service should move at least in part by air. However, AFTRP No. 5, also
dircets thal, when provisions published by MTMC conflict with AFTRP Na. 5, as they do
in this case, the MTMC publications apply.

16. Asaresult of the complex and contradictory regulations in question, the
United States Congress recently passed a bil] (8. 3001, Duncan Hunter National Defensc

Authorization Act for Fiscal Y car 2009), subsequently signed by the President, that
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acknowledges that within DoD there has been a “lack of understanding of the contractual
conditions required by the Surface Distribution and Deployment Command' under which
“air freight lorwarders’ operate™ and that the “conlusion™ 15 “generated by lack of clear
guidance” and “uncettain definitions of terms.” The new law also directs the Air Force to
revise AFTRP No. 5 to conform with Defense Travel Regulations to ensure that freight
covered by AFTRP No. 5 is delivered using a mode-neutral approach.

17.  The “late delivery™ issue raised by the 1.5, Attorney with NAC involved
the DoD’s transition from paper billing and payment for cargo delivery to the required
usc of a computer-based billing and payment system (“Powerlrack™) in March 1999,
The government, through the U.S. Atlorney, took the position that NAC, as an air freight
forwarder using PowerTrack, must identify lﬁte shipments, initiate claims procedures for
the government and voluntarily rebate monics which would reduce the amount |
contractually‘;tgreed upon in the Bill of Lading. NAC maintair}qd, and has maintaincd
throughout the dispute, that clearly applicable regulations and longstanding transport
policies prohibil air freight forwarders from initiating such cluims and-that 4 mandatory
claims system was in place throughout the period in question which required all claims
by DoD to be initiated by the government,

18, In fact, the Defense Transportation Regulations (DTR, I1-212(C)(5)(2))
specifically state that actual carrier payment will be based on the services requested under
the Bill of Lading. Inaddition, regulations (49 C.F.R. §1005.2(a)) specifically prohibit
air freight forwarders from voluntarily paying claims for delay unicss the government
first Nles an electronic or written claim. The government, in documents provided by

DCIS, filed such a claim against NAC in only one instance and that claim was rescinded

" On January 1, 2004 MTMC was renamed the Surface Deployment and Distribution Command.
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when the governmeni realized that the cargo was oversized and thus entitled to an extra
day in transit.

9. Govermnment Transportation Officers are provided with documentation of
actual delivery daies outside the PowerTrack system, Thosc Transportation Officers are
responsible for generating a refund claim for late shipments within 60 days of a dclivery.
PowerTrack softwarc only matches price terms and does not evaluale delivery dates
entered by air {reight forwarders. In addition, PowerTrack docs not account for the many
reasons why a delivery arriving on time at a military facility may then be reccived late by
the specific consignee - including (1) the requested delivery date occurred on a weckend
or holiday, (2) the delivery location was outside the continental U.S., (3) the freight was
oversized and, therefore, entitled to more time for delivery (under the terms of AFTRP
No. 5), (4)‘the' consignee required a delivery date later than the requested delivery date

- and (5) the consignee’s facility closed prior to 5 p.m. on the requested delivery date.
Mililarybases routinely close their transportation offices prior to 5 p.m_.

20.  OnFcbruary 23, 2001 the Defense Distribution Center, Anniston,
Alabama, a unit of the Defense Logistics Agency to which NAC provided air freight
forwarder services, requested proofs ol delivery from NAC as part of an on time delivery
audit. An unidentified employce at NAC submitted a proof of delivery for a shipment
that showed a delivery date of Tanuary 24, 2001 when the shipment was actuaily
delivercd on January 26, 2001, This single submission of an untrue statement by NAC
became the foundation for the plea agreement between NAC and the U.S. Attorney which
the U.S. Attorney insisted upon, and which, after strenuous negotiations, eventually

cncompassed the entire scope of fines and civil settlement demands that the government
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soughl 1n pressing its tenuous claims regarding shipping and billing praclices against
NAC,

21, Under Alf's lcadership, NAC’s business had grown substantially every
year simee 1ts inception, even as the negotiations with the government about the issucs
described above dragged on from 2001, A crucially important featurc of NAC’s business
for DoD as a freight forwarder was that, in simple terms, it was a day to day business,
with o long tenm contracts, and entircly dependent on 2 continuing stream of individual
shipment contracts codified in separate Bills of Lading, An indictment, the threat of
which was cver present with a prosecutor representing the government, would, at the very
least, under povernment statules and regulations, immediately and indefinitely preclude
NAC from securing any new government shipping contracts not only in the Continental
U.S. but also overscas. By 2007, daily shipments overseas constituted most ol NAC’s
business. It was clear to Alf and his management team that NAC would not be able to
survive an indictment no matter how confident they were that they would be found not to

have violated the law at a trial many months or cven years in the future. NAC would

cease to exist while proving its innoecnec in court.

22, Both Alf and the ‘govcrnm{mt knew what was at stake for NAC as their
discussions continued into the final phase that led to the October 25, 2007 Agreement,
Presented with the choice of agreeing to a plea to an Information and paying $28 million
to settle all claims, including the qui tam, on the one hand, or losing all government
business from the dale of the indictment through the completion of trial, as required
under DoD policy, on the other hand, Alf made a prudemt business decision and directed

NAC to take the plea and pay the amount the government, with ifs enormous loverage,
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demanded. In the face of an adamant [ederal prosecutorial process, it was the only way
1o save NAC's business. In the October 25, 2007 Agreement, NAC pled guilty to the
single count of making a false stalement (in that January 2001 proof of delivery) in an
Information and agreed to pay the [ull $28 million dollars the government sought in its
six and one-half year old investigation.

23, The qui tam action filed in 2005 against NAC, which was joined by the
federal governmenl, was included within the plea agreement by an amendment entered
into in March 2008. Within the Settlement Agreement, consistent with the position NAC

has maintained throughout the dispute, NAC denied all of the quj tam suit’s allegations

and denied any wrongdoing or faulft,

CAUSE OF ACTION

24, Despitc the specific and narrow scopc of what Alf authorized NAC to
agree to in the settlement negotiated with the U.S. Atlorney, TBN published the
Decfamatory Articles in The Buffalo News with the awareness and fall expectation that
the A_rlic]es, with their defamatory statements about Alf and his company, would be
widely read and discussed in the Buffalo region, within the transportation industry, and
also republished throughout the United States and the world by other media and
individuals. Duc to TBN’s fatlure to obtain and report the actual facts about Alf, NAC
and the plea agreement, and, on information and belief, their crediting of accusations they
received from sourecs motivated to injure Alf and NAC, all five of the Defamatory

Articles arc completely false in their descriptions of the content of the plea agreement and

the federal court proceedings.

10
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25, Although they failed to provide any factual details, the defamatory
stalcments published in the Articles:
(a) falsely asseried that NAC, under the guidance and direction of its

founder, CEOQ and sole sharcholder Alf, cheated the U.S. Military out of millions

of dollars;

(b)  falsely asserted that NAC, as directed by Alf, admitted o cheating
the U.S. Military out of millions of dollars by over billing for service;

(c)  falsely asserted that NAC, as directed by Alf, admitted to

fraudulent billing in a fraud case;

{d)  falscly asserled or tmplied that morc than a single count in an

Information -had been alleged or admitted;

(e)  [lalsely asserled or implied that reports of repeated overcharges
amounting to millions of dollars were supported by court papers;

(f) falsely asserted or implied that as sole shareholder of NAC Alf
‘obtained funds through lheﬁ;

(g)  falsely asserted that company officials who worked for Alf
admitted to illegal activity in that when they insisted that cheating did not take

place in Middle East shipments, they also said that NAC stopped cheating in

2005:

(h)  falsely asscrted that Alf*s company, NAC, was required to and did
pay a fine associated with a violation of the False Claims Act;

(1) falsely asserted that Alf and NAC took advantage of American

servicemen during time of war and engaged in war profileering,

11
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Specifically, the Defumatory Articles, as published by TBN, and

extensively republished in print and clectronic news media throughout the world, contain

the following false and delamatory statements of and concerning Alf; to the extent such

statements refer to NAC, they are also of and concerning All because, as its lounder,

owner and CEO, he was and is intimately identified with NAC in the public mind,

particularly in the transportation industry and in governmenl agencies that purchase

transportation services:

October 26, 2007 Article:

A.

B.

H.

Orchard Park company admits cheating U.S. military (Ex. A, p.1, Headline)

A local air cargo company that delivers food, medicine and military
cquipment to soldiers in Iraq took a guilty plca in Buffalo’s federal court on
Tuesday, admiiting that it cheated the U.S. Defensc Department out of

millions of dollars, (Ex. A, p. 1)

f'ederal prosceutors and the company emphasized that the erimes uncovered
involved military shipments within the continental United States. (Ex. A, p.
1)

According to court papers, the company repeatedly overcharped the Defense
Department for military shipments within the United States from early 1999
until April 2005. (Ex. A, p. 1)

Millions of dollars in inflated bills were submitted to the government. (Ex. A,
p-1)

The total doilar amount of the thefis, and the total amount of business
National Air Cargo does with the government was nol disclosed. (Ex. A, p. 2)

Company officials said the illegal activity only involved a small portion of its
business, and the government claimed the company stopped cheating the

government in 2005, (Ex. A, p. 2)

The plea deal calls for National Air Cargo to pay a $7.37 million fine for
violations of the alse Claims Act, $13.2 million in other fincs and restitution
and §7.42 million in forfciturcs to the govermment. (Ex. A, p. 3)

October 27, 20G7 Article:

vl od
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I

L.

An Orchard Park company that cheated the 1.5, Defense Department out of
millions of dollars became an issue Friday in the race for Erie County
exceuttve. (Ex, B, p. 1)

Under the terms of a plea deal, which spares Alf and other company officials
[rom serving any jail time, National Air Cargo admitted that it cheated the
Defense Department by overcharging for deliveries of military supplies within
the continenta! United States. (Ex. B, p. 1)

National Air Cargo says it supplies 75 percent of the commercial air cargo
service used by the military in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the company insists
that none of its criminal cheating took place in the Middle East. (Ex. B, p. 1)

The couple also maintains that it stopped cheating the government in 2005,
(Ex. B, p. 2)

November 1, 2007 Article

M.

v

The Orchard Park company that admitted overbilling the U.S. Defense
Department by millions of dollars will confinue doing business for the federal

government, at least for now. (Ex. C, p. 1)

The Defense Department will not begin lo research possible debarment
against National Air Cargo until after all legal procecdings are over in the
company’s fraud case a federal department spokesman said. (Ex. C, p. 1)

The company is onc of the main cargo companics used Lo ship food, medicine,
military equipment and other essentials to soldicrs in Trag and Afghanistan,
authorities said. But the company’s plea deal last week only involved
fraudulent billing within the continental United Stales. (Ex. C, p. 1)

The company has never cheated the government on shipments to the Middle
East war zones, said Pau} J. Cambria, an attorney for the cargo firm. (Ex. C,
p. 1)

National Air Cargo adntitled that it overbilled the government by millions of
dollars for military shipments in the years 1999 to 2005, (Ex. C, p. 2)

The company maintains that it stopped cheating the government in 2005, (Ex.
Cop. 2)

Under the terms of its corporale plea deal, none of the officers involved in the

fraud committed by National Air Cargo will go 10 jail. (Ex. C, p. 2)

November 8§, 2007 Article

d
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13

TYTH0LT03 SMAN 0194408 W¥Bv: L1 8007

AR



91

d CGILON

T, Taxpayers ave cheated (Ex. D, p. 1, Headline)

. The plea dea! given to a serially unpatriotic company in Orchard Park is the
kind of thing that makes ohservers believe that a different standard of justice

applies to the politically connected. (Ex. D, p. 1)

V. Specifically, why in the name of decency should the leaders of National Air
Cargo escape personal punishment for cheating the U.8. Defense Department
-- and, therefore, American troops and taxpayers -- during warlime? (Ex. D,

p- 1)

W. No one from National Air Cargo will see the inside of a jail for repeatedly
overcharging the Defensc Depariment for military shipments within the
continental United States between early 1999 and April 2005. (Ex. D., p. 1)

X. Under the terms of a cotporate felony plea deal, the company will pay more
than $28 million in {ines, restitution and forfeitures, and while that might sting
some, it’s hardly a disincentive to the next company that thinks it can make
millions of extra dollars by taking advaniage of the plight of Amcrican
servicemen and women. (Ex. D, p. 1)

Y. What National Air Cargo did is nothing new, Contractors have taken
advanlage of the government during wartime ever since there were

governments and wars. (Ex. D, p. 1)

Z. For some people, the temptation to a quick, dishonest buck -- or many million
of them -- is simply irresistible. But there’s no law that says companies and
their leaders can’t be moral, ethical, patriotic and plain honest. (Ex.D,p. D)

AA.  Sadto say, for the company’s employees and Western New Yorkers in
general, the leaders of National Air Cargo didn’t measure up. They failed

America, and America’s taxpaycrs. (Fx. D, p. 1)

March 5, 2008 Article

BB. A federal judge has deluyed sentencing for National Air Cargo -- which was
scheduled to pay 328 million Thursday in an overbilling case for military
cargo it shipped -- after last-minute snags developed in negotiations with the
whistle-blower who first complained to authorities. (Ex. E, p. 1)

CC.  The Buffalo News, which reported on the plea deal in a two-day serics this
week, learned that the felony plea National Air Cargo entered in October
came after prosecutors conducted a federal grand jury investigation into
claims that the company overbilled the government by at least $13.8 million.

(Bx. E,p. 1)
14
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These statements, singly and in combination, of and conceming Alf personally
and as founder, owner and CEQ of NAC, the company so closcly identificd with him, are

[ulse and defame him.

27. By publication of the statements sct forth in paragraph 26 herein, TBN

said, meant and was understood by those reading the Defamatory Articles to mean, iner

alia, that Alf:

(a)  abuscd his position of trust and his authority as President and Chief

Executive Officer of NAC as a provider of services to the U.S. government,

(b)  cheated the U.S. government out of millions of dollars and

admitted to such cheating from early 1999 through 2005,

(¢)  admitted to fraudulently billing the povernment in response {o
charges of fraud;

(d)  admitted to overbilling the government;

(c)  should have gone to jail for war profiteering;

(f)  paid a criminal fine of $7.37 million for violations of the False

Claims Act; and

(g)  acquired government fuljds by theft,

The Defamatory Article’s false and defamatory statements and characterizations
have had, and will continuc (o have, an cxtremely damaging cffect on Alf’s reputation
and his personal and business relationships, have depressed the market value of his
principal asset, NAC, and have caused him severe emotional distress and humiliation.

28, In addition to the defamation caused by the statements quoted 1n

paragraph 26, the Delamatory Articles, taken as a whole, were at the respective times of

15
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publication and republication, and continue to be, false and defamatory concerning Alf.
The Defamatary Articles as a whole, taken in their entire coniext including headlines,
introductory statements, photagraphs and photograph captions, said, meant and were
understood by those reading them (o mean, in addition to the meanings sot forth in
paragraph 23, derived from paragraph 26 A-CC abovc, that Alf engaged in a syslematic
schemce to steal from the governmenl, admitted to such acts and should have gone to jail.
TBN knew of the defamatory nature of their reporting because it also reported the
public’s reaction to its defamatory reporting. For example, in an article entitled “Collins
raps rival over Alf donation,” (published on October 27, 2007) (Ex. B) Christopher
Collins, the then Republican candidate for Erie County Executive, was quotcd identifying
Alf as “an executive whose company has admitted stealing from the federal government.”
On November 4, 2007, TBN ran two letters which again reflecied the effect of TBN's
defamatory rcporting. (A true, correct and complete copy of each letter is attached hereto
as Ex. F.) A leller written by Patrick Venderbeck identifies Al as one of the “modern
day ‘robber barons.”” (Ex. F, p. 3) A second letter from Theresa Lynch, published on the
same day, asserts that Alf was allowed to “systematically steal millions of doliars from
the United States. .. without jail time” and engaged in “bold-faced thievery.” (Ex. F, p. 3)
29.  When TBN published the Defamatory Articles, including the statements
and implications with the meanings above about Alf, TBN (a) published the Defamatory
Articles and such statements and implications knowing the same were false; or (b)
published the Duefamatory Articles and such statements and implications with reckless
disregard of whether they were true or false; or (c) published the Defamatory Articles and

such statements and implications in a grossly irresponsible manner without due
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consideration for the standards of information gathering and dissemination ordinaril y
lolowed by responsibic parties; or (d) published the Defamatory Arlicles and such
statements and implications negligently. Such publications were also made with a level
ol outrageous conduet that constituied malice, wantonnoss, recklessness, or willful
disregard of the rights of Alf and the damages it would inflict upon him.

30. Upon information and belief, the Defamatory Articles, or the substance of
the defamatory allcgations contained therein, were published and republished extensively
in the United States and clsewhere in the world. In fact, by virtue of their publication by
TBN and republication and/or archiving or caching on an unknown, and unknowable,
number of internet websites and inlemnet search engines on the worldwide web, the
Defamatory Articles have been, and will continue Lo be, viewable anywhere in the world
inlo the distant future, inflicting severe damage on Alf.

31 Al the times the Defamatory Articles were published and republished, and
pmﬂmm%AWW%amwmmdmmﬂmmdmemmmmMymm%emmkmmwmﬂm
Buffalo area, throughoui the United States, and in national and international
transportation industry circles. By reason of, and as a direct result of, the publication of
the Defamatory Articles and the statements and implications therein, All%s personal and
professional reputations have been scriously damaged, his honesty, integrity and
professional competenee have been impeached and he has been exposed to public ridicule
and financial injury. Specifically, Al (1) has suffered and will continue to suffer injury
to his reputation as an individual and as a busincssman; (2) has been exposed and will
continue 1o be exposed to and suffer public humiliation, ridicule, contempt and emotional

distress; (3) has been injured and will continue to be injured in his business and
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profussion, including a reduction in the value of NAC by many millions of dollars, and
therchy suffered and will continue to suffer inancial losses; (4) has been injured and will
be further injured in the future in his business prospeets; (5) has suffered and will
continue lo suffer grave impairment of his reputation for honesty, compliance with the
law and fair business dealings within the busincss community and with the general
public; (6) has had and will continue Lo have his honesty, integrity and trustworthiness
called into question; and (7) has otherwise been injured and will continue o be injured in

his good name, fame and credit.

WHEREFORE, Plamtiff Chnstopher J. Alf demands judgment agamnst Defendant

The Buffalo News, Inc:

a. for compensatory damages in an amouni exceeding the jurisdictional

{imits of all lower courts, together with interest and the costs and disbursements of this

action, plus reasonable attomeys fees;

b. for punitive damages in the amount of three times the compensatory

damages awarded; and
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c. granting such other and further velicl as this Court may deem Just and
; proper,

Dated: New York, New York
October 23, 2008 CARTER LLEDYARD & MILBURN LLP

Job ], WalsK, Esq.
-2 Wall Strect
New York, New York 10005
Telephone: 212-732-3200

HARRIS BEACH PLLC

o

chard T, Sullivan
726 Exchangc Street
Suite 1000

Buffalo, New York 14210
Telephone: 716-200-5050

Attomneys for Plaintifl’
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Buffalo News

Buffalo News, The (NY)

October 26, 2007

Orchard Park company admits cheating U.S. military

Air cargo executives will avoid jail but must pay over $28 million in fines

Author: Dan Herbeck - NEWS STAFF REPORTER

Edition: Central

Section: News

Page: Al

index Terms:

FINES AIR CARGO COMPANY ORCHARD PARK UJ.5. MILITARY MONEY
CHEATED

Estimated printed pages: 4

Article Text:

A local air cargo company that delivers food, medicine and military equipment (o soldiers
in lraq took a puilty plea in Buffalo's [ederal court on Thursday, admitting that it cheated
the U.S. Defense Department out of millions of dollars

Under the terms of its corporate plea deal, National Air Cargo of Orchard Park will pay
more than $28 million in fines, restitution and forfeitures. U.S. Attorney Terrance P,
Ftynn called it "the largest criminal recovery, in lerms of dollars, in the history of
Western New York,"

But for owncr Christopher J. Alf and other company officials, the good news is this; Not
a single onc of them will spend so much as a day in jail.

Why didn't federal prosecutors insist on jail time? :
“The focus of the investigation was improper billing and submitting false documents to
the Delense Department,” Flynn said. "Qur goal was to iry 1o make the American
taxpayer whole, and to put a stop to the illegal activity. We defmitely feel that we've done
that."

Federal prosecutors and the company emphasized that the crimes uncovered involved
military shipments within the continental United States. Flynn said the investigation
uncovered no wrongdoing involving shipments to Iraq or Afghanistan, where Nationa)
Air Cargo does much of its business.

But Flynn also conceded that the investigation focused on shipments to military bases
within the United States, and did not closely examine the overseas shipments.

The company, which employs 70 people locally and 280 overseas, was investigated for
more than two years by the Defense Department's Criminal Investigative Service and the
FBI. Authorities said information from a whistle-blower -~ a former company official --
touched off the probe.

According to court papers, the company repeatedly overcharged the Defense Department
for mititary shipments within the United States from carly 1999 unti] April 2005,
Millions of dollars in inflated bills were submitted to the government. In some cases,
National Air Cargo charged Lhe government an air cargo delivery rate for equipment that
was delivered by truck. In other instances, the company overcharged the government by
falsifying the delivery dates for when items arrived at their destinations.
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A felony guilty plea to onc count of making a fulse statement was accepted late Thursday
by District Judge Wiiliam M. Skretny. Sentencing was scheduled for Dec, 11. II'Skretny
decides 10 fine the company more than the $28 million thal was agreed upon, National
Alr Cargo can withdraw its guilty plea and insist on going to trial.

The total dollar amount ol the thefls, and the total amount of business National Air Clargo
docs witlt the government was not disclosed. Onc company attorney -- F. Whitten Peters,
a former seeretary of the Air Force -- said National Air Cargo provides 75 percent of the
commercial air cargo service that the Defense Department uses in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Company officials said the illegal activity only involved a small portion of its business,
and the government clatmed the company stopped cheating the government in 2008,
"This 1s a company that does imporlant, mission-critical work in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Their employees have their boots on the ground, right in the war zones,” said onc
company representative who asked nol to be quoted by name. "They've made thousands
of shipmenis mnto the war zone . . . risking their lives."

A number of military officials have writien letters supporting the company and its efforts
in the Middle East, the representative said.

In 2005, the government had so much trust in the company that it was hired to deliver
votc balloting equipment to Traq for the nation's historic ¢lections.

"National Air Cargo's highest priority continues to be providing superior freight
movement services to our customers, including mission-critical supplics and materials for
our men and women in the armed forces fighting in the Middle East," the company's
statement said. "National Air Cargo is committed to complying with all ethical
requirements.”

But the company's guilty plea came as no major surprise to James W. Moorman,
president of Taxpaycrs Against Fraud, an organization that monitors cases of fraud

apainst the government.
Fraud by companics that sell goods or scrvices to the military is fairly common, in

Moorman's view,

"Overcharging the government is not viewed as a wrongdoing by many companies,” he
said in a telephone interview from Washington, "At some companies, T think
undercharging would be viewcd as a fire-able offense.”

The Buffalo News reported in July 2006 that National Air Cargo was the target of a
federal investigation into fraud. The News also reported that the company's lounder and
president, Alf, of Flamburg, has been active in making political donations to influential
government officials.

According lo Federal Election Commission records, Alf and his wife, Lori, have given af
Icast $50,000 to candidates and political committecs. According to the records, recipients
have included President Bush, Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y.. and Rep. Thomas

M. Reynolds, R-Clarence.
According 1o records, the Alfs purchased a $10.4 million home in Boca Raton, Fla., in

2005,
Flynn said the Delense Department will make the deeision whether o continuc using

National Air Cargo lo move military equipment.
Based on what he leamned during the investigation, would Flynn advisc the Defense

Department to continue doing business with the company?
"No comment, becausc that is nof my role," Fiynn said. "Bul we consider their conduct
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appalling. That's why we pursucd this investigation [and] got them to plead (o a felony."
The plea deal calls for National Air Cargo to pay a $7.37 million finc {or violations of the
False Claims Act, $13.2 million in other fines and restitution and $7.42 million in
forfeitures to the government. Alf did not appear at Thursday's cour proceedings. He was
represented by at least five attorneys there, including Peters and two Buffalo lawyers,
Rodney Q. Personius and Paul J, Cambria. Efforts {o reach Allat his home and office late
Thursday were unsuccessful,

e-mail: dherbeek@buffnews.com

Caption:

News file photo

Christopher J. Alf and {ellow executives at Nalional Air Cargo will serve

no jail time.

File photo
U.5. Attorney Tetrance P. Flynn says all overcharging involved only hases

within the U8,
Copynight (c) 2007 The BufTalo News
Record Number: 0710260099
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Buffalo News

Buffalo News, The (NY)

Octaber 27, 2007

Collins raps rival over Alf donation

Keanc says $20,000 has been returned fo Air Cargo bilker

Author: Dan Herbeck - NEWS STAFF REPORTER

Edition; Final

Scction: Local

Pape: D2

Index Terms:

ERIE COUNTY POLITICS CAMPAIGNS DONATIONS

Estimaled printed pages: 2

Article Text: _

An Orchard Park company that cheated the U.S. Defensc Department out of millions of
dollars becamc an issue Friday in the race for Erie County executive,

Christopher C. Collins, the Republican candidate, called on his Democrat opponent,
James P. Keane, to return $20,000 in campaign donations that Keane received tast month
from the owner of the Orchard Park company.

Keane's campaign spokesman said the money has been returned already.

The issue involves donations from Christopher J. Alf and his wife, Lori. Alfis the
founder and owner of National Air Carpo, which took a corporate guilty plea in federal
court Thursday, agreeing to pay more than $28& million in government fines and
forfeitures, :

“First it was Jim Keane embracing the support of Paul Clark, who is now being
investigated by the district attomey and the FBL" Collins said on Friday. "Now he takes
$20,000 from an executive whose company has admitted to stealing from the federal

government."
Keane spokcsman Donald Van Every said the Alfs each donated $1 0,000 to the Keane

campaign on Sept. 21.

But earlicr this week -- afler Keanc's staff heard rumors that Aifs conipany was
considering a guilty plea -- the $20,000 was returned to the Alfs, Van Every said.

"We have nothing to hide. We rcfunded the money as soon as we had any inkling that
there was an 1ssue,” Van Every said, “This campaign is transparent, unlike the Collins
organization."

The return of the Alfs' money will be reflected in Keanc's nex| campaign finance report,
which will be filed with the County Elections Board within the next few days, Van Every
said, He said Keane's campaign has 3,700 individual donors,

Under the terms of a plea deal, which spares Alf and other company officials from
serving any jail time, National Air Cargo admitied that it cheated the Delense Department
by overcharging for deliveries of military supplics within the continental United Statcs.
"There's nothing wrong, nothing unlawful with making donations,” said onc of Alf's
attorneys, Paul I, Cambria. "This is a cheap shot . . . These candidates have much more
imiportant 1ssues to talk about.” National Air Cargo says 1t supplies 75 percent of the
commercial air cargo serviee used by the military in Iraq and AT ghanistan, and the
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company nsists that none ol its criminal wrongdoing took place in the Middlc East. The
couple also maintains that 11 stopped cheating the government in 2003,

According to government records, the Alfs have been aclive supporters of many
fluential politicians for at least a decade. Among the politicians who have received
thousands of dollars {rom the Alfs are President Bush; Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-
N.Y.; Republican presidential candidate Rudy Giuliani; and Rep, Thomas M. Reynolds,
R-Clarence,

Last month, as discussions over the federal plea deal were nearing completion, the Alfs
gave $25,000 each o the Democratic Congressional Campaign Commitlee, according to
the Federal Elections Commission.

e-mail: dherbeck{@buffhews.com

Copyright (c) 2007 The Buffalo News

Record Number: 0710270118
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Buftalo News

Buffalo News, The (NY)

November 1, 2007

Cargo company keeps defense contract

Orchard Park business continues io deliver goods while case goes on
Author: Dan Herbeck - NEWS STAFF REPORTER

Edition: Central

Section: Local

Page: Bl

Index Terms:

MILITARY SUPPLIERS BUSINESS FRAUD CONTRACTS
Estimated printed pages: 2

Article Text:
The Orchard Park company that admitied overbilling the U.S. Defense Department by

millions of dollars will continue doing business for the federal government, at least for
now,

The Defense Department will not begin {o rescarch possible debarment against National
Air Cargo until after all legal proceedings arc over in the company's fraud case, a
department spokesman said. Nationa] Air Cargo took a felony corporate guilty plea last

week in federal court in Buffalo.
"No decisions can be madc until all the legal procedures are over," said A Force Capt.

Tom Wenz.,

The government also is not releasing how many millions of dollars it paid to National Air
Carge to meve military equipment throughout the continental United States and overseas.
That information may be relcased at a later date, Wenz said.

The company is one of the main cargo compantes uscd to ship food, medicine, military
equipment and other essentials to soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan, authoritics said.

But the company's plea deal Jast week only involved frauduleni billing on shipments
within the continental United States. The company has never chealed the government on
shipmenls to the Middle East war zones, said Paul J, Cambria, an attomey for the cargo

firm.
In Cambria's view, there is "no question” that the Defense Department should continue to

entrust the company with shipments to Irag and Afghanistan.
"Nobody has ever claimed that any of (hese overscas deliveries were not made," Cambria

said. "They have made thousands upon thousands of deliveries into the war zone."
Cumbria said (he company has served the Defense Department for at least 10 years, but
he declined Lo say how much the government has paid te National Air Cargo.

"I don' think it's relevant, and ! don't see any purpose in finding out," said Cambria, who
has been designated by National Air Cargo to respond to reporters’ questions about the

plea deal.
Cambria said last week's guilty pica does not mean that the company 1s untrustworthy, or

that it should be debarred from fulure government contracls,
"There are many, many, many companies that have done that in the past and are still

providing good service to the U.S. government,” Cambria said.
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National Air Cargo admitted that it overbilled the government by millions of dollars for
military shipments in the years 1999 to 2005. The company maintains that i stoppud
cheating the government in 2005

Under the terms of its corporate plea deal, none of the officers involved in the fraud
commitled by National Air Cargo will go 1o jail.

Instead, the company will pay more than $28 million in fines, restitution and {otleitures,
BuHhcweamm]MMHMDwsUwcompmwlOWMhmawimpkmifUS.memLhMgﬂ
William M, Skretny decides the $28 million is insufficient.

According to Wenz, the Defense Department is aware of the guilty plea and is
"menitoring the situation.”

email: dherbeck@bullhews.com

Copyright (¢) 2007 The Buffalo News

Record Number: 0711010101
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Buffalo News

Buffalo News, The (NY)

November 8, 2007
Taxpayers are cheated

Local firm overcharges U.S. military but faces oaly fines for its practices

Edition: Central

Section: Editorial Page

Page: A6

Index Terms:

MﬂJTARYSUPPUERSCONTRACTORSFRAUDEMRWMH

Estimated printed pages: 2

Article Text:

The plea deal given to a serially unpatriotic company in Orchard Park 1s the kind of thing
that makes observers believe that a different standard of justice applies 1o the politically
connecied.

Specifically, why i the name of decency should the leaders of National Air Cargo escape
personal punishment for cheating the U.S. Defense Dcpartment -- and, therefore,
American troops and taxpayers -- durmg wartime?
HmnManMHde@&%mmhmddA%mMmMHMWmmmoﬁmﬂmmmw
for ripping off shareholders, why shouldn't someone from National Air Cargo spend time
n a jumpsuiit for a conviction that led to "the largest criminal recovery, in terms of
dollars, in the history of Western New York," as the lead prosecutor put it?
Bmmmemmtwmﬂbcmyﬂﬁkofh&ﬂmmmJMWSwhnNummﬁmnNMMmﬂAﬁ
Cargo will see the nside of a jail for repeatedly overcharging the Defense Department for
military shipments within the United States between early 1999 and April 2005, Under
the terms of a corporate felon y plca deal, the company will pay more than $28 miliion in
fines, restitution and forfeitures, and while that might sting some, it's hardly a
mMMmmWemanmﬂummmwﬂmHMMGhcmlmMWnﬂmmmofmwamHMHby
taking advantage of the plight of Ametican servicemen and women.

What is more, while the charge involved only shipments within this country, U.S.
Attorney Terrance P. Flynn acknowledged that the investi gation never looked closely at
overscas shipments. National Air Cargo docs much of jts business in Jraq and
Afghanistan. So no one outside the company really knows.

What National Air Cargo did is nothing new. Contractors have taken advantage of the
government during wartime ever since there were sovernments and wars. For some
people, the temptation to a quick, dishonest buck -- or many millions of them -- is simply
irresistible. But there's no law that says companics and their feaders can' be moral,
ethical, patriotic and plain honest,

Sad to say, lor the company's employees and Western New Yorkers in general, the
leaders of National Air Cargo didn't measure up. They failed America, and America's
laxpayers.

Copyright (¢) 2007 The BulTalo News

Record Number: 0711080238
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Buffalo News

Buffalo News, The (NY)

March 5, 2008

Judge delays sentencing in cargo case

Author: Michgel Beebe and Dan Herbeck - NEWS STAFF REPORTERS
Edition; Final

Section; News

Page: A]

Index Terms:

COURTS TRIALS BUSINESS INVESTIGATIONS

Estimated printed pages: 3

Article Text:
A federal judge has delayed sentencing for National Air Cargo -- which was scheduled to

pay $28 million Thursday in an overbilling casc for military cargo it shipped -- after last-
minute snags developed in negotiations with the whistle-blower who first complained to
authoritics,

The delay cornes as aides to Scn. Hillary Rodham Clinton said she feels the Defense
Department should conduct an investigation into whether National Air Cargo continues
to reccive military busincss.

Government sources said that National Air Cargo has received at least $400 million in
military contracts for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

As part of the guilty plea, the U.S. Justice Department said it would take no position on
barring the company from doing further government business.

The Buffalo News, which reported on the plea deal in a two-day series this week, lcarned
that the felony plea National Air Cargo cntercd in October came after prosccutors
concducted a federal grand jury investigation into claims that the company overbilled the
government by af Jeast $13.8 milhon.

Sources said that government prosecutors had called witnesses about claims that National
Alr Cargo had whited out delivery dates when cargo was late and allegations that the
company had billed for air cargo while shipping was actually done by truck.

The News also leaned that National Air Cargo, according 1o congressional lobbying
records, has spent $1.15 million with Washington, D.C., lobbyists over the past decade.
The newspaper reported last week that company owner Chnistopher J. Alf has contributed
at Teast $143,000 Lo politicians in rceent years.

Climton, who received §16,300 from Alf and his wife, Lori, said last week that she was
refunding Alf's recent donation of §2,300 to her presidential campaign.

Rep. Thomas M. Reynolds, D-Clarence, aiso said last week that he has made charitable
donations of the $14,600 that the Alfs had given him and his political action committee m
his last election.

Clinton's office issued the [ollowing response as to whether National Air Cargo should
continue 1o do business with the Deparlment of Defense:

“Senator Clinton believes strongly that contractors should be accountable, The
IDepartment of Defensc] should fully take this plea into account as it conducts an
investigation pilo whether o debar NAC."

a5 ) - Ex. E-1
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The eriminal case was set (0 end Thursday, when attorneys for the Orchard Park freight
forwarder were to pay the agreed-upon $28 million belore the sentencing judge, U.S.
District Judge William M, Skretny.

Skretny granted the adjourmment, over objections from prosecutors, at the request of F.
Whitten Peters, the former secrelary of the Air Foree, who is heading a dream team of
seven top attorneys representing the company.

Peters said in court papers that he had only recently learned that U.S. Attorney Terrance
P. Flynn lacked the authority to sign off on the plea snag and that he had to negotiate with

Justice Department officials in Washington, D.C.
Ie said that the monetary figures in the plea agreement may change and that the judge

needed time to take a Jook at it
Peters and Terrence O'Donnell, a former chiefl counsel for the Department of Defense and
Vice President Cheney's personal lawyer, helped negotiate the guilty plea to a single

felony count of overbilling,
That plea, which means that neither Alf nor anyone at his company will be charged, came

despite government prosecutors’ claims that National Air Cargo had overbilied the
government by $13.8 million.

That figure comes not from the plca deal but from a related forferture action that
government proseculors filed against National Air Cargo bank accounts.

The suit filed by the whistle-blower, a former cmployee of National Air Cargo, is sealed
and is not public information by law.

The whistle-blower was set to reeeive a percentage of $7 million from National Air
Cargo thal was part of the plca settlement. The company also was set to pay $4.4 million
in restitution, $&.8 million m fines and another $7 million in a civil forfeiture action.
e-mail: mbeebe@dbuffnews.com and dherbeck{@buffnews.com

Copynight (¢) 2008 The Buffalo News

Record Number: 0803050152
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Buffalo News

Buffalo News, The (NY)

Novoember 4, 2007
EVERYBODY'S COLUMN / Letters from our readers
Edition: Final

Section: Viewpoints

Page: HS

Index Toerms:

OPINION READERSLetters

Estimated printed pages: 7

Article Text:

Stop pretending a casino is cconomic development

Recently there have been letters accusing casino opponents of being "do-gooders.” First

of all, 1s that bad? Secondly, the facts are ignored. Extensive research notes that stand-
alonec urban casinos are not economic development, rather they cause economic harm.
Don't take my word for it. Go online and search for William N. Thompson (a professor
who is not anti-gambling), Earl Grinols and John Kmdt, Go to www.nocasinoene.org and
follow the links.

Wec who oppose a casino have seen that while 1,000 jobs may be crealed, evidence shows
that 2,000 to 3,000 jobs will be lost in the region. Urban casinos take regional disposable
income that would be spent elsewhere in the region. It is no secret that casinos want it all
insidc -- eating, drinking, gambling, entertainment and now a hotel with many guests
comped. This won't hurt downlown hotels and restaurants?

If peoplc want to gamble, that's their choice. But don't pretend that this is economie
development. Economic development is happening with the Buffalo Niagara Medical
facilities and the Statler overhaul, They arc not the same dynamic as a casino. We do
have economic problems that need addressing, but casinos only make it worse.

Robert J. Heffern

Buffalo

L

People are ignoring lacts about casinos

On consecutive Sundays, The News has published letters touting the benefits ol a casino
in Buffalo, and condemning those trying to prevent achievement of such and impugring
their motives. The letters are excellent cxamples of inherent contradiction and the illogic
of stating as {act unproven proposilions.

One suggests that since this Jocale is already awash in gambling venues, another can do
no hanm, being in any event representative of progress. A second chides the casino
opponents for fuiling o provide an alternative to the development and progress they are
thwarting at no cxpense fo themselves.

According 1o their logic, those whoe warn of a hazard become thereby forever responsible
for the welfure of those whom they have sought to preserve, as well as all bystanders,
Lest it have been overlooked, The News on Oct. 21 carried a reporl from Suffolk County
of another embezzlement of considerable proportion, the proximate cause of which was
gambling. But gambling always did seem to posscss that quality of allure, which too
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often causes prudence and logic to be ignored, both by gambling’s proponents and by its

victims.

Paul Fgan

Ambherst

Wk

Wilson reaps benefits of corporale welfare

Since the late 1960s, the taxpayers of Erie County have loudly inststed that their political
lenders do what was necessary 1o keep the Buffalo Bills here whenever Ralph Wilson
threatened to leave. What was necessary became an expensive and expansive list:
Taxpayers pay for a Lancaster stadium because of a broken contract deal, Taxpayers
build and pay for an Orchard Park stadium. Taxpayers let Wilson use the stadium rent-
free and put his name on 1t. Taxpayers let Wilson use the stadium for any and all events
he wishes to hold there and keep all the proceeds. Taxpayers provide and pay for security
al all cvents held at the stadium. Taxpayers pay for all stadium updates and
improvements, including exclusive luxury boxes and a new muitimillion-dollar
scorcboard. Taxpayers butld and pay for an indoor practice facilily and name it after
Wilson. Taxpayers pay ail maintenance costs and repairs for the stadium, practice
facilities and parking facilities, including repaving, repatnting, resodding and snow
removal.

Elcven games later, most members of the Bills organization lcave town and the taxpayers
are left with all the "bills.” What a great business deal - corporate welfare 15 a wonderful
thing!

Carl and Kathlecn Janish

Williamsville
ok o

Wilson needs to ensure Bills remain in Buffaio

The news about the Bills requesting a "home" game in Toronlo again evokes anxiety
about the organization's long-term prospects of remaining in Buffalo. As much as Ralph
Wilson has been pivolal in making the Bills a fixture in our community, it has only been
possible through a loyal fan base. Nol to mention that Wilson enjoys perhaps the swectest
stadium deal in all of sports given by county and ¢ity governments,

With the exception of the 1990s, loyal fans have suffered through many losing scasons,
Yet Wilson and his family have become nich through sellout after sellout. His position of
puiting the Bitls up for sale Lo the highest bidder afier his passing is pure greed.

He owes our city to ensure the (gam remains 2 part of Buffalo. Wilson has made more
than a fair return on his investment and has received unbelievable concessions from our
bankrupt county and city governments.

For his own legacy's suke, he needs to ensure the team stays i Buffalo. Otherwisc, 1 dont
see why we would want his name on the Wall of Fame, no matter where the team s

located.

Tony Zambito

Lancaster

L

Case highlights greed, congressional myopia

The News article, "Orchard Park company admits cheating U.S. military," is one more
classic example of congressional shortsightedness and corporate greed. Since the early
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1970s, our political leaders have allowed the systematic downsizing of our nation's active
duty and rescrve military forces and supporting infrastructure to the poinl where il has
become a necessity to pay civilian corporations for even the most fundamental of services
L.c., imely, low-cost transportation of military resources and personnel.

These so-called cost-saving measures have not only diminished our military capability,
but at the same time flung the doors wide open to the modern-day "robber barons" who
expand their empires and further increase our national debt and the average law-abiding
citizen's tax burden.

Perhaps it's time for Christophet Alf and his fellow corporate cxecutives to direct their
company Web master to change the National Air Cargo home page to read, "From the
military to manufacturing, the world is poing via National Air Cargo because, whatever
the cargo, it will be delivered on time, every time and af an exorbitant cost Lo the people

ol the United Statcs."
SM&gt, Patrick Vanderbeck
.S, Air Force Reserve
Bunt

* ok

Fines aren't enough; Als should go to jail

How can the U8, government allow Christopher and Lori Alf, owners of National Air
Cargo, to systematically steal millions of dollars from the United States and get off
without jail ime? And to make matters worse, continue to do business with the
conpany?

Where is the detemrent? The fincs aren't going to discourage such thefts. The United
States is still doing business with the company, so it can offset the fines by raising rates.
In effeet, the United States will end up paying its own fines, This is prepostcrous,

The Alfs enjoy an exorbitant lifestyle courtesy of their biggest customer, the U.S.
government. They make political contributions and walk away unscathed from bold-
faced thievery. It practically smacks of conspiracy. Worse, it's not an isolated case.

We need to penalizc disreputable companies. If we aren't going to incarcerate offenders,
we need to at lcast refuse to do business with them.

The United States can certainly afford to discontinue business with the conspicuously

affluent Alfs. National Air Cargo is simply an intermediary -- a sort of travel agent for
cargo. They don't even own the planes -- just a $10.4 million home in Boca Raton, Fla.

Theresa Lynch
Orchard Park

EEE Y

Will illegal immigrants also be allowed to vote?

Gov. Eliot Spitzer's plan 1o allow illcgal alicns to obtain driver's licenses has farther-
reaching nefarious effects than just providing illegals with government-approved
documentation,

The New York State Motor Voter Law provides for automatic voler registration to those
1ssued New York State driver's licenses. Spitzer's plan will in cssenice add hundreds of
thousands of illegal alicns to the voter rolls, hundreds of thousands who seek taxpayer-
funded public assistance and laws more favorable (o itlegal aliens. Hmmmm, T wonder
which party they'll cast their vote for?

Spitzer's plan is nothing more than a railorous power grab by the Democrats to cnsure
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the support of the ilfcgals and their continued control of New York, The Democratic
politicians and those who vote them into office have sold out our state and country to
maintain their power and line their pockets. 17 this is passed, Democratic politicians will
be beholden to those they are swom to proteet us from,

Michac! J. Beyer

Orchard Park

o o o

Plan is slap in the face 1o all legal immigrants

Hurrah for the county clerks and law enforcement officers who refused to look the other
way when handing out driver's licenses to illegal immigrants. Arc we to pick and choose
what 1s illegally OK and what s illegally not OK? Are Lhe taxpayers of New York State
supposed to pay for the time and personnel that it takes to train these illogal PETSONS,
tssuing fearner's permits and then testing them?

What makes Gov. Eliot Spitzer think the roads will be safer if illegal immigrants are
licensed? I'm sure their percentage of accidents is small compared to us legals. Here in
New York Stale, we pay for no-fault insurance to cover the uninsured driver.

Illegals are stopped crossing our borders all the time. [ guess if they make it here, we're
supposed to let them drive. | think not! If they arc here illegally, send them back 1o take
the proper coursc to become American citizens. It's a slap in the face 1o al] legal
immigrants who did take the right path to becomc American citizens.

Grace McGee

Buffalp

ok

Reynolds, Kuhl right to uphold SCHIP veto
['write this letter in support of President Bush and local Congressmen Randy Kuhl and

Tom Reynolds. 1 support their opposition to the ridiculous raises proposed to the State
Children's Heaith Insurance Program. Though I belong to no political party, I appreciate
anyone who is trying to slow or stop (he spread of socialism in our country.

In some cascs SCHIP would help cover "children” up to age 25 and familics with
mcomes up to $60,000. Are we insane? Do we want to end up like Norway, where the
government takes 78 percent of a person's paycheck te finance ils social programs?
Whetc does it say in our constitution that government should take care of our children's
health care? The government doesn't have any money. It can only take it out of our
pockets and redistribute it.

Take care of your own children and get your hand out of my pocket. A great American
once said, "Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your
country” -- President John F. Kennedy.

Art Kohl

Angola
WK

More money {or war, but not for health care

Once again, Congressman Tom Reynolds has shown his truc colors. He voted to uphold
President Bush's veto of the bill to expand the State Children's Health Insurance Program
to help give health care to the nation's poor children. Reynolds continues to support Bush
and his failed policies in Iraq, and has no qualms about asking Tor billions of dollars to
continue on i this debacle, but will not consider our children's health,
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"Then there is the tobacco money Reynolds and Bush received in the past. Could that be
the real reason they won't support this bill? It's all about big business and not about our
children, excepl to ask them (o join the military and become fodder for Bush's war

machine,

IDiana Butsch

West Falls

Caption:

Bill Wippert/Buffalo News

Some Erie County residents think the Buffalo Rills lease is 1oo costly.

Derck Gee/Buffalo News
Opponents and supporters arc still debating whether the city will bencfit

from the Sencea Buffalo Creek Casino.
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